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INTRODUCTIO-

NHist

Introduct-

ion

INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTIO-

NIn

Introductio-

n
----

In this monograph of the operations ofof-

Oompany

of-

Company

H-

offman

of-

Company

H-

offmanOompanyCompany C 105thl05th Regiment of SngineersEngineers (50th50th(30th30th( DivisionDivision-

prior
Divis-

ion
)

prior to the attack and in the .attacka.ttack on .thethe..the-

Hindenburg

the-

Hindenburg

He-

idelberg
..the-

Hindenbur3

the-

Hindenburg

H-
eidelbergHindenbur3HindenburgHindenberg Line during the period of September 25 toto-

3030 , 1918 , the facts cited .area.re those thattha.t. were experiexperi-expertexperi-

enced

experi-

enced

experi-

enced

¬-

encedfenced not only .asa.s a company officer but also as aa-

battalion

b-

attalion
a-

battalion

b-

attalion
a-

"battalion

a-

battalion

b-

attalionbattalion" officer .

The attack on the RindenburgEindenburgHindenburgHindenberg Line waswa.s. oneone-

of

ne-

o
one-

of

ne-

o
one-

of

ne-

oof the closing phasespha.ses. of the Somme offensive thatthat-

started
tat-

tered
that-

started
tat-

tered
that-

started
tat-

teredstarted early in August .

Prior to the 50th30th Division'sDivisions' participationparticipation-

in

participatio-
nin the Somme offensive it had been trained with thethe-

British

He-

braists

the-

British

He-

braists/BlatHistHeist . 119th InfInfoInf.,Info, British in the Ypres salient in Belgium . For a t1timetim-

eit

timeo-

ut

tim-

eit

timeo-

ut

ee-

pp 77.t7-

In

.tt. .
it was brigaded with the 39th British Division whichwhich-

was

whi-

ch
which-

was

whi-

chwas composed in part of regiments of the famousfamous-

Black

fam-
ous

famous-

Black

fam-
ousBlack Watch and Gordon Highlanders . Its entry into1nto

, , M":." _. '
.
,,,,,. . .

.

'. " ".OOMWMW' . -MWMW-.AMilkMilk . "'VIEWSVIEWS' v iw.Mr.' . 'IIfIIfAW'"IfB ., * ' ' . , , .__.,
o.# : Wi 1 e-w ""> "ii"i ;.- fviWW.UfviWWU WA' '/) -

.

'

13BelgiumelgiElginel gi um was thathanthetheTthefttnaitaiT1i O'-ofo-f'01 "'" tfifibthetnetinee fJ: lrelirelre1rJ'l'f66'MKS' ar 'MKSMKSKS' -1rJ'l'f1rJ'l'f1rJlf'-!'''!<!'. :M
.

;.AA. "'. . .'wMwM'" ? , ., ,:
" \ I'/II-

'J'JJ' that country .

In the months of May and June 1918 , whenwhe-

nthere

wh-

ether

whe-

nthere

wh-

ether

whe-

nthere

wh-

etherthere was felt by the British , French and EelgiumBelgiumEelgium-

troops

Heliot-
ropes

Belgium-

troops

Belg-
ium

Belgium-

troops

Belg-
iumtroops a continued fear of attack in Flanders and anan-

expected

un-

expected

an-

expected

un-

expected

an-

expected

un-

expectedexpected drive by the German army towards the chchannelchannel-

ports
chance-

llors

channel-

ports
chance-

llors

_ nelnoel

ports , the II American Corps was organized . At thisthis-

Sir

his-
ser

this-

time

thir-

stier

this-

time

thir-

stierSir D . HaigHag , time it was proposed to have ten divisions . SirSir-

Douglas

Spi-

rogyras

Sir-

Douglas

Spi-

rogyras

Sir-

Douglas

Spi-

rogyras
p 280280-

time
280-

in

Douglas Halg'sHalgsHaig'sHaigsHags' CommandOommand cites the following : "EarlyEarly'Early"Early-

in

Early-

in

Earl-
y

"'

in June ( that ieis after the outbreak of the Relms-RelmsReims-ReimsElmsReinsRelm-

sSoissons

Rem-

issions
Reim-

sSoissons

Repo-

ssessions

Heims--

Soissons

He-
ims

Soi-
ssons

He-
ms

Ori-
sons

-

SoissonsOrisons offensive ) five of the ten AmerioanAmericanAmerican divisionsdivisions-

at
divisio-

nsat one time assigned to the British Frontrront wer-

edireoted

we-

ediest
were-

I

wer-
e

wer-

edirected

we-

ediest
were ;

I

directeddireoted south ; the five divisions ultimately lef'ttlefttleftlef'tt-

l

lefclef''' ,

,

!

. -1-1-l-l- 1-

INTRODUCTION

l-

In

O-

lin

-
il

[

. .J1.JJ.
f
I.
,

. ._ _ _ _ _._. . _ .__ . ___ _ . . - _ u _ _ _____I

____ __
I

__ ._ _ . _ ._ . _ ..- - . . - " ' . ' ' . , . . , . . . .
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namely the 27th , 30th , 33d , 78th and 80thBoth by thethe-

middle

th-
em

the-

middle

th-
em

the-

middle

th-
emmiddle of August ranked first lineas troops-

three

tropos-

phere

troops - --- - - - - -

three divisions of these then left us , the 27th andand-

30th

and-

30th

and-

30th30th remaining to hold a sector of the Ypres frontfront-

before
fro-

nted
front-

before
fro-

nted
front-

before
fro-

ntedbefore their transfer to the Fourth British Army.J-

JBefore

ArmyArmy.nArmynArmy.JJArmyJJArmyArmy.n-

Before

.
> >

Before the 30th Division had a chance toto-

oomplete

to-

complete

st-

ockpile

to-

complete

st-

ockpileoompletecomplete its trainingthetrainingtraining
}
the divisionJwasdivisiondivision was placed in closeclose-

support
cl-

oses
close-

support
cl-

oses
close-

support
cl-

osessupport of the 49th British Division .

On August 17 , 19131918 , the entire sector ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe 33d Division ( B.E.FBE.FBEFBEBF. . . ) was taken over , that isis-

the

li-

the

,

the sector known to those of us who served thereintherein-

as

therei-

nas the CanalOanalAnal Sector of Ypres . This sector ha.dhadhad-

frontage

ad-

vantage

had-

frontage

ad-

vantage

.

.- )frontage of 2400 metresmetes . "'--.-. .
'

After aa., limited occupation or :rather aa-

limited

l-

imited

a-

limited

l-

imited

a-

limited

l-

imitedlimited time within which to get the lay of the landland-

and

land-

ed
land-

and

land-

ed
land-

and

land-

edand to feel itself out , the division passed from thethe-

defensive

the-

defensive

the-

defensivedefensive to the offensive . It became aggressiveaggreskiveaggresagrees '1ve aandand-

on

an-

on

and-

on

an-

on

dd-

onon Augustugust 31 and September 1 , in conjunction with thethe-

14th

the-

14th

the-

14th14th Division ( B.E.FBE.FBEFBEBF. . . ) and the 27th AmAmericanrican Division ,.:., ' :.MM w.;:" )''IWIW'l)'., 1ft . iiMii iMvuinv."'a.Ma.MaM' ". ,y'jKyjK'. ' ' .," j ' p-

I"wwp--p".
,-..< ",.wy-wywyywy.' - ,.;. -. - \y. . .-..," "..'ww'%,

%"i-iMiiwiiiMiiwiiii"w/4pIwMM9Rk"ww4pIwMM9Rk"-./ w-wwnawgnaw. - i "

-." ..nawgnaw11.b.Am11b.Am11bAm.' ,.
..,. ,.

,'*!! + I rvKiArvinH,.,' "ff"' 1..11. A .ff. 1 ' ' d14rn1'id14rn1i"''' .,+ a11*WM+*!! !,> ' w''IM-'IMIM'I-
Min

#Pt - ,itAr,i-
tin

b-

iting

. Aft.ww-

inin order to test the division in offensive warfarewarfare-

an

warfa-
re

,

an operation against the enemy was staged . While thethe-

results

Th-

eresa
the-

results

Th-

eresa
the-

results

Th-

eresaresults obtained , which , in the light of the divi-dividivdivi-

sion's

divi-

sion's

dividivdivi-

sion's

¬-

, ; '
. ;

" sion'ssionsscions' accomplishments later may be deemed as trivialtriviala-

nd
trivi-

al
triviala-

nd
trivi-

al\'' i, 'jj' i , ,/ '

IIiI-

I

;

i and unimportant , showed wherein the division waswas-

capable

asc-

endable

was-

capable

asc-

endable

was-

capable

asc-

endable
I

capable of taking hold and could advance against anan-

enemy

a-

nnoy

an-

enemy

a-

nnoy

an-

enemy

a-

nnoyenemy . In this offensive the town of VermezVerneVermezelleVermezel1eVermicelliell a waswas-

taken

wa-

stage

was-

taken

wa-

stage

was-

taken

wa-

stagetaken and an advance of over 1500 yards was mademade.-

While

made-

While

mean-

while

.

While only 15IS prisoners and 2 machinemaohine guns were capcap-cap-capcap-

tured

cap-

tured

cap-

tured

--¬.

turedtoured , yet this staging of an offensive may be classedclassed-

1n

classed-

in

classe-

d
classed-

"in

classe-
din

class-
ed-1n1n"- in the same categoryoategory as that of the CantOantignyOant1gnyAntigenignypigmy offensiveffens1vaffens1vaf-

J28-88-

I

.fJ2-fJ2fJ2-

I

- '

I

.JJ..J-

"J\"J"JJ\"
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of the 1st Division . It had clearly proveprovenprover.nprovern?. all that-

could

tac-

tual
thatthat-

could

tac-

tual
that-

could

tac-

tualcould be expected of the division and in all probprobeprobame/probameprobateprobam-

ebility

program-

mability

probaprobeprob-

ability

1/
.

bilityability more so . It hadhard accomplished in the space ofof-

two

soft-

wood

of-

two

soft-

wood

of-

two

soft-

woodtwo calendar daysda.ys. what the British occupa-nteoccupanteoccupa.ntsoccupantsoccupantante.- of thethe-

sector

thr-

eescore

the-

sector

thr-

eescore

the-

sector

thr-

eescoresector had been trying to do for weeks, and that waswas-

to

was-

te

was-

to

was-

te

was-

to

was-

teto clearly and conclusively identify what regimentsregiments-

and

regime-
nts

regiments-

and

regime-
nts

regiments-

and

regime-
ntsand divisions of the German army were holding thethe-

sector

thr-

eescore

the-

sector

thr-

eescore

the-

sector

thr-

eescoresector , and furthermore whether or not there wasWa.s., any-

preparation

any-

nre'paraticn

anyany-

reparationreparationpreparationnre'paraticnnreparaticn' forfOTfont launcninglaunching an attack on that particularparticular-

fron

particu-
lar

particular-

front

particu-
lar

particular-

front

particu-
larfronfromfrontt .

The division remained in this sector holdingholding-

the

holdi-
ng

holding-

the

holdi-
ng

holding-

the

holdi-
ngthe ground gained until it was relieved aboutabout-

September

about-

September

about-

SeptemberSeptember 5 . Immediately uponiponponNipponpeon its relief from holdhold-hold-

ing

hold-

ing

hold-

ing

¬-

ingKing the linelinethelinnetline/ the II American Corps was transferred toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe Second British Army . In turn withinithinwithin a few daysdays-

the

das-

hed

days-

the

das-

hed

days-

the

das-

hedthe corps was transferred to the Fifth British ArmyArmy-

and

Ary-

an
Army-

and

Ary-

an
Army-

and

Ary-

anand then to the Fourth Army ( B.E.FBE.FBEFBEBF. . . ) .

So on September 25 we find the divisionM-
me

divisio-
n

division
" '. '!.bbf'

..>),\ff\* . *WWMVIMh"-",iiHMhW" -HMhWHMhWMw- ,,
. Mme,-x <' . t'\v. jjowjowlW ' .MfiJ&ULAtMfiJULAtFibula.AUMWHBAUM& . ViKWVI..l-.l..lvrlaver- .'.Wvr .

. '"imwWMWWWm-mml- ' "yinyin.1I\.1I"..1Ij\l .,, , . '". .j:- "

. , / )t.< a.iiii. *80S,* ( t. . , . ' .". , '. ' . . . .
(| Mt dfS" irFiF W'IuIu' ' a4NY/a4NYa4NY1aiW.AWA/ 1ai+ 'AA' .TT'. Mt ? -| > ,-- MW.,. <(., -.',. " .

i

together wiwithth ththe 27th27thDiv27th DivDivisionformingDivisionDivision' 1npfpfformingforming;:lbgthbighttherr-rr:-rriri1111T-

A
uu-

American

A-

merican
TA

AmericanAmerioan CorPBCorpsCorPCorps.movingCorpsmovingConsoling. moving forward in the sector of thethe-

Fourth

th-

eocrat

the-

Fourth

th-

eocrat

the-

Fourth

th-
eocratFourth British Army of which it was now a part .

On the same day we find the 105thl05th EngineerEngineer-

Regiment

Engi-
neer

Engineer-

Regiment

Engi-
neer

Engineer-

Regiment

Engi-
neerRegiment ( less Company 0 and several small detachdetaoh-detaohdetach-detaoh-

ments

detach-

ments

detach-

ments

detach-

ments

¬- f \
mentsaments ) moving into BernesBerneBernesBerne ,. In order to asoertainascertainascertain-

the

ascerta-
in

ascertain-

the

ascerta-
in

--_# . - - - . .-

the diversity as to the manner in whichwhioh the EngineersEngineers-

are

Engine-
ersare employed , let us examine one daysday's*' entry in thethe-

History

th-

eist
the-

Hiatt

th-

eist
the-

Hist

th-

eistHlatHiattLatHyattHiatt105th,. 105thl05th KngJngEngKingJung: . History of the Regiment ;:

CompanyOompany A The two platoons that had relievedrelleved the-

I

thei-

r

thethe-

Australian

te-

arstain/ ), AustralianAuetrallan CompanyOompany in1n the lines were work-

'ht
work'-

htANIJway
work-workwork-

htht
wo-

rk
-

)

}.

11 ,' "htht-hththathhthtNJHutton' 'htht'htANIJwayhtANIJwaytaxiway'htANIJwa-
ying ' - .NJ. J W.YWYW.-
Ylng

.yy-

ing
d-

ying'
.

\ It
, J inglngKingling on roads and . traok8traokestrake keeping themthem-

y

the-

y

them-

3

.'\ '-

J
J'-

J"I
'J ,t . "II".

h:
'

,

: y\k.lyk.lyk.lkl\ .
),f)

' . .
j

IV , '<y -. ' > i)" '. ,I -3-3-3-

J

3-

f

-
<, y'tt''t-

Auetrallan

j\j\
.!
.jr

.,JI"r.r .* -l? .



-XiXi-!
. . . . . . .. . , . . . . ",_ '.WIWI. .-

WIrepaired

w-

irehaired
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repaired . The other two platoons workedworked-

on

work-

ed

worked-

on

work-

edon the Joancourt-HargicourtJoancourtHargicourtJoyanceHaricot- Road to bebe-

used

be-

mused

be-

used

be-

mused

be-

used

be-

musedused for motor ambulances . LlOa7L10a7.7L10a77. 7 Wa.sWasWa-

.sselected

W-

easeled

wa-

sselected

ass-

everated

wa-

sselected

ass-

everated

.

selected as the location for dressingdressing-

station
dress-

ings
dressing-

station
dress-

ings
dressing-

station
dress-

ingsstation .

Company BE Furnished two details of 100 men each toto-

artillery
t-

ortilla
to-

artillery
t-

ortilla
to-

artillery
t-

ortillaartillery group commander and were usedused-

for

us-
ed

used-

for

us-
ed

used-

for

us-
edfor opening; new gaps in the wire entangleentangle-entangle-

ments

entangle-

ments

entangle-

ments

¬-

mentsaments to facilitate the movement of thethe-

a.rtillery.i:1

the-

artillery
h-

eartily
the-

artillery
h-

eartilya.rtillery.i:1artillery.i1artilleryi1artillery.
. ir: . attack .

Company C Continued on detached service at II-

American

D-

iametric

II-

American

D-

iametric

IIII-

American

D-

iametricAmerican CorpsOorpsOops Headquarters near As.servJ.l-

-lers

AsservJ.l-

lers
As.ser-

vJ.l
Asser-

vJl
ler-s Ashev-

ille
Nass-

er lee-rs
.servserveserv-

lers

ser-
vers

vjl-vjlJCLvjl-

lers
vi-

ler
. -

lersleers . A detail was working on AdvancedAdvance-

dDivision

Adva-
nced

Advance-

dDivision

Adva-
nced

Advance-

dDivision

Adva-
ncedDivision Headquarters at K 11 c 5.555. .

CompanyCompahy D One platoon and a detail from Company C-

were

W-

ere
CC-

were

W-

ere
''"- . ' - ,

were engaged in preparing adadvanceded DivisionDivision-

Headquarters

Division-

Headquarters
. .

HeadquarHeadquarterHeadquarterstertear s nornortheasttheasthetas t ooffReieelcoffeeof:( Reisel/ReiselRemiseReiselThereatReseller_

),/; ThereatThere--hTherehThere '- .-
), \ ;

:

'

onquarryonquarry.,_. ... )!. ..-,' M
_

.. II
..WM. MW-..,were

Io-Io-'IoIIIIo.rIgor.. some"M ' , old
'._, , NissenNissan

,
I.huts--.r.r.-. ..inSol

an
, .. ___old

. ..quarryS-
ol

quarr-
y

quarry
"II", . eMA1w'wW0eMA1wwW0.",*",v '

'
, "*

and in addition to repairing theseIthesethese I, 2020-

shelters

20-

shelters

20-

sheltersshelters were excavated in the walls forfor-

protection

fo-

restation

for-

protection

fo-

restation
for-

protection

fo-

restationprotection from air raids . The remainderremainder-

of

remaind-
erof the company was at Division HeHeadquarters-

at

Headquarte-
rs

HeAdquartersdquartersquartersdquarters-

at
quarte-

rs
. AA-

at
A-tat Bois du BuireBurke . ItItO-

ompany

Lit-

homancy

(
!

CompanyOompany E-

Company

C-

ompany

IE RemainedRema.ined. at HeHerviUySherivivi-

Company

ic-

eman
. Ii-

Company

C-

ompany
_ t}:! _? i '

I 1"- v
Company r-

Rema.ined

r-

emained

Fr CompanyOompany move-
dl

move- d
moved iiri-

where

w-

here
fromromm HervilleServile to Jeancourt-

where

JeancourtJeanJeancourt-

where

1I

where they reported to C . 0O ,. SectionSeotionEmotion Ho10to . 11-

2d

1-

3dad2d AustralianuBtralianbattalion TunnellingTunneling Company , ttoo whomwho-

mthey

hot-

key
who-

mthey

hot-

key
who-

mthey

hot-

keythey were attachedattaohed , for work in the oomingcomingboomingoomin-

gattaok
boo-

ming
comin-

gattack

com-
ing

comin-

gattack

com-
ing

coming-

attack4

attaokattack .

attaok4

-4-4-4-

f

4-

Xi

-
f

'

tt-

repaired

r-

epaired
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1st

.

.

_-_ . .. . " "
"

.
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1st BnEn . HqrsHrsHqrs--HqrsHrsHqrsInHorsing. -- In the eveningeveninevening ' a conference was held-

when

he-
ld

heldheld-

when

he-
ldwhen plans were discussed , torfortore laying : the-

j.ump-off

the-

j.umpoff

th-
ej.ump

th-
ejump

o-

ff
rh-

eum
thethe-

j.umpoff

the-

jumpoff
. .. . . , r. . _

... . j.ump-offj.umpoffj.umpjumpoffjump-off. - tape on the night of 28-292829- .

From the foregoingforegotng an idea can be had as to-

the

t-
ote

toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe manner in which the EngineerEngineerLEngineerjEngineerjwereEngineer:, were employed , notnot-

only

noti-

onally

not-

only

noti-

onally

not-

only

noti-

onallyonly in the division sector but also in the corpscorps-

sector

cor-
pse

corps-

sector

cor-
pse

corps-

sector

cor-
psesector .

Company 0C 105th Engineers was employed onon-

work

ho-

mework

on-

work

ho-

mework

on-

work

ho-

meworkwork in conjunction with the establishingestablishineestablishing: :; of Advanced-

Corps

Advan-

ced
AdvancedAdvanced-

Corps

Advan-

cedCorps Headquarters . On September 21 , it leftTalmasleafstalksleft ((TalmaeTamaeTalmasPalmas
.

'

' .11. . ,

.

/'
'

\

"i;
"- moving
m- oving'"!moving by truck to AsservillersAshevilleAsserv11

.

.
ers .;. Here had been-

-
bee-

n
been-

i
been-

r
bee-

r
beenbeenlbeenlA M1iiI{

,
:

,

- '' ,it / -rr'- r-

established
r-

eestablished
'"''u'" establlstallestablishedshed for some time AustrlianAustriianAustralianAustrianstrlianstarling Corps HeadquartersHeadquartefsHeadquarters .

. . - . - - - '
.'

I, \\,.
In order that II Corps Headquarters could be moved-

to

mov-

ed

movedmoved-

to

mov-

ed

-

to the same location for the purpose of working in-

conjunction

in-

troduction

inin-

conjunction

in-

troduction

in-

conjunction

in-

troductionconjunction with the Australian corps in the comin-

gattack

com-
ing

comingcorningcoming-

a.ttack

com-
ing

cornin-

gattack

cor-
ninga.ttackattack. of September 29 , it was necessary to erects-

ome

ere-
cts

erecterectB-

ome

erect-

able

erects-

ome

ere-
ctsBomesomeBiome 20 NissenNissan huts , 4 messes and latrines . Every-

building

Over-

building

EveryEvery-

building

Over-

buildingbuilding erected had to be sandbadded\sandbaddedsandbaggedsandbaddedProtectionded\deddeed\..\ ProtectionProtection.-
w

Protectio-
n

Protection-

had

Protecti-

on

t n }.\.-
w

.-
w

\.: :;: ::: ded:0:00: :: : .

'._iiy".ff. ' -yy-ywnwarwindward_- " ' " .-. .-wnwarwnwar.-windward- ;' . .'_ ' . . .
. .' .aW . .

.. ... W,
. . 'agtLJ.U.DagtLJU.DagtLJUD tuttaut; ;WI f: a\A.SaA.SaA.SASalas\. tfQFAQuarzJuarezuarzCarc; "W ,. -C\C:-C7N\ 7N ,.yyiyyiyin<.,.Q SMW-

had

Sw-
ard

:"

had to be stretched for ccamouflagenouflageinoculate . The compan-

ystayed

compe-

nsated

oompanycompanyoompan-

ystayed

compe-

nsated

compan-

ystayed

compe-

nsatedstayed here on tbibithilthinlythiCworktimeworkwork until the 28th of September.-

At

September-

At

Septemb-
er

September .

'
. \, ' '.

At about 3003:00;: PM , September 28 , a warning order waswas-

r

war-

s

wa-

sreceived

ab-

stractive

wa-

sreceived

ab-

stractive
'II"

\ "' ,

ll,1
\,1,11\

II

,, rreceivedceivedcleaved from the Corps Engineers Office to be ready-

to

read-
y

readyready-

to

read-
y

ready-

to

read-
y\ \ ff-

II

I-

I

\ to move within an hour'shours' noticenotioe . The order did not-

state

non-

starter

notnot-

state

non-

starter
, \: I

;
I

" I state where we were to movemo ' to and when , however , at-

about

cat-

amount

atat-

about

cat-

amount

II-

I

I-

I

I-

I

I-

I

I-

state
I-

nstate
I

I

I

. .

I about 4:30430: PM we were informed that trucks would arrive-

at
arriv-

e
arrivearrive-

at
arriv-

e
arrive-

at
arriv-

e
:

.

at about 5:00500: PM and that the company would entruckKentucky atat-

once

at-

one
(

.

" . - -
.' " ,

,

\

/11/
.

1-

5

:
" 41-11fonoeforconnoteonce--ffforr.trt(eiseiEliseeiseleasel ) where orders would be received as ttoto-

t
to-

our

to-

ur
'-

J

J' t\

our destination after revertinrevertingrevertinforeverting >' $he division andlandBJIBIBJ-

Iregiment

andand-

regiment

und-

ergarment

. /-r-

egiment

re-

giment
/\-

regiment . After entruckingentruokingKentuckianenthroning our journey forward waswas-

1

was-

5-5-5-.5-.5. .5'-

J

5-

tl

--

tltl-

'i'ii'
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wrw-

rquite

r-

equite
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/

f
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. . . . . .

.' .' _- ;. -
. ;

. .

;
, .

"
-_

'

.'-- '
_-_..-JH1.._--

'

. -_- . ,.11-

quite

-
. . - . . . " . . . . ' . . . .

quitequi te interesting .. Passing placespla.ces. or townstovffiStoffees thatthat-

forfflerly

thatf-

"orttte.l.ly

that-

Torinerly

shat-

teringly . , . . . . . .. ' " - " " " 94" . .. . . ,f-orfflerlyforfflerlyf"orttte.l.lyfortttel.lyfortttellyTorinerlyoffer-" . existed si-nssinssinssi -;.lsls!. could be read-'Thisread'ThisThisread"- IIread- IIrad- IIread"- IIThread '11 ThThis' s waswa-

sgiving

was-

sailing

w "ss - "Yard-6--"YardYard6."-"Yard6w.1" .www.1w1

II-
lglv1ng_---------------lglv1nglglv1ng- -- .-.- - - - -- - - - - ---givinggiving- ----- (I giving the name of the town or place.T-

he
placeT-

he
placa-

te
place ) ..

The roads were janmedja.mmedjammed. with traffic all intent upon-

the

Po-
nte

uponupon-

the

Po-
nte

upon-

the

Po-
ntethe same purpose .. RationsRa.tions. , ammunition and supplies-

going

supp-
lies

suppliessupplies-

going

supp-
lies

supplies-

going

supp-
liesgoing up to the variousv8.riouFIv8riouFI. dumps and points of supplysupply"-

I

.
-"I"II-\

" '
_

,

(iotor4.otor4otorMotorrioter. ambulances shuntingshun ting back and forth between thethe'-
Hospital

2/22-

ospital

.:/ '-

Hospital

H-

ospital

''

i/ thelTEthelthelT-
Hospital

tele-
thonsHospitalospitalH trains and the tfasualtycBasualtyeBasualtyfaultycasualtybasalt clearingclearing . stationstationsstations-

a.g

statio-

ns

,

While9jWhilewe,,,we, as combat troops held the right of way atdat-

to

C-

ato

at-

to

Ca-

to

/-

to
t-

o
/II-

toto movement yet the journey was wrought with diffi-diffidiffdiffi-

culties

diffi-

culties

--diffi-IdiffiIdiffoultiescultiespoulticescruelties to get through .. We arrived at HervillyHervil1yCheerily at-

about

cat-

amount

atat-

about

cat-

amount

at-

Motor

a-

matory

about midnightmidnimini ht , where we went into bivouac in a cem-

etery

cemeoeme-oemecameoemoem-

etery

cem-

etery

oem-

etery

cem-

etery

¬-

teryterry . The movements forward that nlhtnihtnightNH'?:; of tanks-

supply
ta-

nks
tanks ,

supply trains and ammunitionammuniammonia tionion trains mademe.demedeMeade. rest or sleep-

impossible
sle-

epiness
sleepsleep-

impossible
sle-

epiness
sleep-

impossible
sle-

epinessimpossible .. There was a continuous firing or straff-straffstaffstraffi-

ng
strafi-

ng
straffi-

ng
strafi-

ng
straffi-

ng
strafi-

ng
--

ingKing going on alla.11a11. through the nightnigh t . FinallyFina.lly. the-

barrage

he-

arable
thethe-

barrage

he-

arablebarrbarrageag openeden e d .. IJseemedMisdeemedI t_seemed_rn.erneArne..! _ , !like1 e.
,
a.eaeas.. thoughl:! ugh . therethe

, :,
wasas.:, I/j

'."''"'"'"' "

. . . .. . . , .

_ _ . "., . .

,

. . .
. . . .I "aa"'. "".-

gUIr
g-

UIr
g-

UI" "forfor"" 'f'ij.Lfij.LfijLfrijol'> .. -5 ''-yard's
y-

ards'

'ard.sard.sardsbards' .
" Vf'fTWV-Vf'fTWVVffTWVVf'fTWV'm-

uwM
'OfOf' '. .-. . ,. . . . ... .r ' tt ."gungun "a.gag every :' - - "1.1111111; -. ,> . ,. . .1

. . _ _ _ . . '_ . _ . . , .. . '_ . ' . ' " . " , .

' 1 ' ' 1"I.tIt:._. u:.;,, , " 'muwMmuwMmuM'"IItn7":. : Yi3kYi3-

kWe

) .rtrt.
We receivedreoeived our orders . Company 0C was toto-

remain

fo-

reman

to-

remain

fo-

reman

to-

w

to-

sector

T-

osco

remain at HervillyHerv111yCheerily that day, in legimentalaegimentalRegimental Reserve.-

We

Reserve-

We

Reser-
ve

Reserve ..

We were ordered to boldhold the troops in readiness to-

moveon

co-

mmove

toto-

move

co-

mmove
_ _ _ _ ___mmove!.!'_on a momentmoment'smoments

_

'
_ notlcnoticenotch

.

to any part
.

of the divdiv1sioqdivisionlonlon-

sector

con-

nector
: , :" .- - --- _- nn-

h
_-_- -- --- --

. .
- --- -- - - - - -- - - - - - - - - -

.
- - - - -,Xi;' ;- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - -hh- -

sector "thatthat" 'wewe', we might be needed .. The BngineerEngineer train-

was

brainw-

ash

traintrainItraintrainr-

emain

train-

woman

I
,

was loaded with tools , wire andend other materials thatthat-

might

ham-

ming

that-

might

ham-

ming

that-

might

ham-

mingmight be needed forward ..

.

<J/
,

,'', //
i (,

OffloereOff1oersOfficersCoffle of CompanyOompany 0 were ordered forwardforward-

after
forw-

ard
forward-

after
forw-

ard
\) ' ' \

,
f

.
j '. '' .

"- - \ 'II' .
{

.
'.

.\'\\\.
, JJ-

1

' for the of' ,l
.

" after the attack started purpose roadroad-

reoonna1sl&noe

road-

reconnaissance
[
( :

\11\, \ ,.IIoIIoII.
"

.

I ;\ i\i'\;i-
11!

,

1\11V1-

1,
\

:
V

\11\ "
. ' ttItIt-

J

OJOJiJim
I'

I reoonnals.sncereoonnalssncereoonna1sl&noereoonna1slnoereconnaissance.& and general observation as&ss& to anythinganythingd-

eemed

anyt-
hing

anythingd-

eemed

anyt-
hing

\ L\J\JJtj\ljl\) t11r1\11\\ "' r w(
"JJrfRefrf-rfrfdeemedredeemed"- deemed of tans ,.'tJftJf'Taj importanceimportanoeimportanoe-

8

imporimport e\rrw\importancerimportancer-

6-6-6-8-8-6-

J

8-

j

-

j
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On this day we find the 105thl05th Regiment of-

Engineers

f-

eigners
ofof-

Engineers

f-

eignersEngineers ably assisting in the attack . The operations-

order
operati-

ons
operations,." . " ""..'". . .-. . . ,11., . .., .. . .. ,... .. . .tt., .. .. ,.. . . ..- , ' ., . .,. 'tt"' . .o\.o..o'o'rd-

er\" , ' " " ' .
'-

o'rder

o-

rder

'

or'derorderorder' ' ';'f.or1hef.or1hefor1het.or.tpetor.tpetortpetorte':.oz:._. A.heAheAche, . .
;

. . ' ... . . . .
regimentr

. .
.

g1ment
. .

allocated specific tasks toto-
At

sto-
at:" AtAt-

M

A-

tthe
B-

athe
. .-. '" . . .

. .

'-

several
s-

everal
' " '-

o'r'tii

o-

rtii

o-

rt
,'

the several companicompaniedcompanies ofof{ ' '

tfifibtne'retnereTerre'6 ''
'-

re
r-e'regtnintregnantime-ntimenti\nre'l'ltinre'l'ltnrelltdimeNell\ '- . . .Thesese tasks-

were

asse-

rted

tasks-

were

asse-

rted
taskstasks-

were

asse-

rted
M

were such as searching for booby traps , land minesmines-

water

mine-

worker

,

water reconnaissance , assistingassistin3 in the consolidatingconeolidating-

of

consolidating-

of

consolidati-
ngof the right flank , road repair and maintainancemaintenance ,

cutting wire entanglementinentanglemententanglement ; in factfa.ctyfactyfact. ,, every phase waswastha-

tprovided

wa-
sthat

ast-
hma

wa-
sthat

ast-
hmathatthat-

provided
ha-ploid that-

provided
ha-ploid that-

provided
ha-ploidprovided for I/IwouldWouldwould enable the infantry and artilleryartillery-

to
artiller-

yto carry out its mission .

Inasmuch as Company 0C was absent at CorpsCorps-

Headquarters

Corps-

Headquarters

Corps-

HeadquartersHeadquarters when the Operations Order was formulatedformulated-

for

formulat-

ed
formulated-

for

formulat-

ed
formulated-

for

formulat-

edfor the regiment no specific task was allotted to itit-

however

th-

ievery
,

however , it was held in readiness to move in anyany-

direction

ant-

ifriction

any-

direction

ant-

ifriction

any-

direction

ant-

ifrictiondirection to cope with any emergency or situationsituation-

that
situati-

on
situation-

that
situati-

on
situation-

that
situati-

onthat might have arisen .

The morning of the 29th of September cam-

ewith

can-

oeist

camecame-
y

cam-
e

11-

with
y

with a very heavy fog which did not wevewe've until aboutabout-

11:00

abou-

t110011:001100: AM . This fog in conjunction with smoke-
M

smok-e smok-

eartillery

Som-

erville
smoke

M>IW1I:rt .-.... ; (AWaWSWWAWaWSWWi4V.f4Vf:..(." ; > ",. -,",:? ,
* ."-ii- ., .NN. rf "II"> wtw-

tartillery
t-

artlet( artillery battlebat.tIebattIebattier. instructionsinstruct ions as to the barrage-

directed
barr-

aged
barragebarrage-

directed
barr-

aged
barrage-

directed
barr-

ageddirected that a large portion of smoke be inoludedincludedincluded-

in

include-

d
"

in the barrage ) made the maintaining of direction-

and

directi-
on

direction-

and

directi-
on

directiondirection-

and

directi-
onand , the locationlooation of places exceptionallyexoeptionally difficult .

.

WlI4IVd5IVd-

5t

IVd5-

f

n ss-

Thjja
a-

sthma-- - - - --- - _ _ n _ -- - - - --- .- _ _ -Tbis-DAt-QIlJTbisDAtQIlJTbsDaftIL-_Thig.ntThigntHintThig.ntonlyChignonThjjaHajj,-_.*nflitflit -- -only
o- nly.- - -onlythepolytheneojalyjay:..: -thethe_-_theexperiencetemperancethe --experience

e-
xperience_-experiencepe

_ _ _
Cf?of_ _theh

_
Engineersg e s

_
but-

also

br-

utal

butbut-

also

br-

utal

tt- n_n _

also of the Infantry . TheyexperienoedTheexperienoedCU':_J_ .PJPJ.' _ .

no difficulty
. . :.ty .;".

t of maintaining directiondireotion anand a1.8-
0

a18-
0

also
.

oontaotcontactontocontactduecontacted; dueue to-

this

too-

thiest

to rr-

Thig.nt

r-

etching

-. -', . - - . . . . . .. -
.

.
.

.

JJI
.

I

. t-

t
,;

f,?

. . th1this: moremoreorMorenomore or . lessless" '
e - . !linein fighting1 ttooko placeplaoe bY-bYbYxedbayedby ;mixe-

dgroup
mi-

xed
mixed':xedaxedxedlaxedl, t\t\\ " "" ' - '_ -" - '" t .

I
.

' - ' - -\. I-

V
"ttoup"t"t-

J
,

, \:\.
II-

I

\'
\
\JJ\J,1\,1,11\,

" '

I' \"I\' , groupsgroup).oup-oupLoup-! .
'II'. \

A rather QxemAxeQxem18sexemfilaryexemplaryem larllaurellarlsituationarbitration18s,
Y situation arose onon-

September

o-

netime
on-

September

o-

netime
on-

September

o-

netimeSeptember 29 asa8 to the use and employment of combatoombatoombat-

7

combat-

7
.-7-7-.77. 7-

k

7-

6

.7.-

w

-.

k
.

6.
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HHistHeist. '. t , . .l.Qpl.QplQplp1,05th105th.105.
, . lh, h

" . . EngEpgPgEn .-. EnEngineers1neers . Company
. . .

P?
,.
in

.,

compliance
. . . .. . . ..with

. . . I',' s. .i.instructions. . ". !.'". 'rr' , . , OJ< , 0... .% ! f. . rtl'rrrattle' , .
. '. ...

. , . . .

issued in Appendix "BB" " Operations Orders i-mmadimmadicemad- .Id.MdId.MdIdMdIt'dIdem. !. , underunder-

date

unde-

rrate

under-

date

unde-

rrate

under-

date

unde-

rratedate of September 29 , 1918 was held in readiness toto-

assist

ta-

nsies
to-

assist

ta-

nsies
to-

assist

ta-

nsiesassist in the consolidating the line on the rightright-

flank

righ-

tful
right-

flank

righ-

tful
: .

,
\

fla.nkflank. . In this Operations Order soecificspecific and definitedefinite-

instructions
defi-

nitions
definite-

instructions
defi-

nitions
definite-

instructions
defi-

nitionsinstructions were laid down to the effect that :

"InIn" the advance Company B will follow thethe-

117th

the-

117th

the-

117th117th Infantry at approximately 600 to 1000 yards andand-

will

han-

dbill

and-

will

han-

dbill

and-

will

han-

dbillwill be ready, to assist the Infantry in consolidatingconsolidating-

the

consolidati-
ngthe line . II"I-

IAt

I-

AAt zero hourhouilesssoulless({ lessleas aCompany'BaCompanyBaccompany2)22)Company2Company) CompanyBCompany. B' -Ireftl-eftleftRefitdeftf t itsr-

endezvous

it-
srendezvous

itsitsr-

endezvousrendezvous.rendezvous
.

.,

..,..tt. (".MM,. .-

MOperations

m-

oderations

.Et.jEtjEt. -,-..to-t.tot.totottot. -rTfsCRTs"! 'departuredeparture'departure , however , the-
N

the
_ . . .: VSMVMS*[ "'-". . N.<

. -
. . ,. ..ofof.11.#** *

. . .. . . ...-. . . ". . ". Operationsp .ratlonsratlonsrations Order waswa.s. amended to the effect thattha.t. in-

case

in
' '

.
JI' *'"' ''

.
"

. . .. '"
II "

case it became necessary to consolidate and for any-

other

an-

other

any-

other

an-

other

anyany-

other

an-

otherother Engineer work that might be required of it , itit-

was

vi-

tas

it-

was

vi-

tas

it-

was

vi-

taswas to be understood by the company commander ofof-

Company

H-

offman

ofrofofr-

Company

fr-
ogman

(
,

.

'

,\-

Company

C-

ompany
\I,,

Company B that the company could be placed in the-

lines

he-

mlines

the -

lines with the 117th Infantry .

iTAKitatA .FiFi.. . 'flrflr.,fl' . MrMrlrltMerrill,. ..oo.# .-w-lrltlrltlrltrrelater, " ,11, r. '
." ,.uu. ,wi; W ".'waaJt!abate \;:-

, ,-' ' :O\'JMtO'JMtJMtMt-'''\':'. U.WUWJIIo)Ilion." '' ,.. :. . ' .. . . .
! '' .-. .. .

.
'
"

'."/ .ii....'
II
11.WwJ. \

.

.WwJWwJWw.

.

"
. .'

..;. .

i. ' J,<
.

.;>..1-.1..1.IJI'Pff-

The
T-

he
"'.-- *w'',..IJI'P.IJIPIJIPFIJI.

,W' .' ' " o ..
,

. . . ...,.44..411'1.,.. . ... . ,"'" .' . -11'111'1111-'11'1'AI
.",<'AIAI'Y" , '

.,.. .. .,., w m < cw :. ito ,.,".,i #iolo:1.Aiolo1.Aiolo1A,':riM&..

The latter papartt of the amended instructionsinstructions-

as

instruction-
sI

instructio-
nsas to the placingplaoing of the Engineers in the lines werewere-

taken

wh-
ereto

were-

taken

wh-
ereto

were-

taken

wh-
eretotaken verbatim by the Infantry , in that according toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe instructionsinstruotions receivedreoeived by them to the effecteffeot "ItIt"It-

1s

"It-

is

"It-

is

Iti-

s
It-

s
"

1sis to be understood tthata in oacasee ofQf eemergency-emergency-emergencyGoB-

105th

emergencye gencyuagencygencyuQQagencyOoQQ . uBB-

.105th

B-

105th

. . _ .

l05thGo-B-105thGoB105th.- Engineers will be placed in the lines . "

The commanding officer of Company B , lQSth105thlashlQSth-

Eng1neers

105th-

Engineers

105th-

EngineersEng1neersEngineers reported to the legmentalaegLmentalRegimentalsegmental! CommanderOommander 117th117th-

Infantry

117th-

Infantry

117th-

InfantryInfantry at the time and place directeddireoted . He was inin-

turn

in-

urn
in-

turn

in-

urn
in-

turn

in-

urnturn directeddireoted to report to the battalion oommandercommandercommande-

rof

oommande-

rof

command-

erof the 3d Battalion 117th Infantry . . This, battalionbatt&11onbatt11onbattalion-

8

batt&11on-

8

&

-88-8-8- 8-

ti

-.

I

/
,

t
.

J
'

.
,

. ''tt .



' " " . . " - , " ft.1ft1. ' ! 66-

S

6-

commander

_ ; ' ., " ' ':; "' ': - ' . ,r; . !' ' :' ' ! .rr. .
. r:. . :.. ,. .

1'111 . r I 6'JL\b6'JL6JLb'\ "ff!" jl'f.rjlf.rjlfrlf. 'ii' .u.iu.iui r'2r2
S,

commander directed the company commander of CompanyCompany-

B

Company-

E

Compan-

yEB 105thl05th Engineers thattha.t. he would take his company andand-

prolong

ant-

iproton

and-

prolong

ant-

iproton

and-

prolong

ant-

iprotonprolong, the left flank of the battalion in the attackattack.-

This

attack-

This

atta-
ck

.

This was contrary to the instructions issued . ThereThere-

wa.s

Ther-

esa

There-

was

Hebr-

ews

There-

was

Hebr-

ewswa.swas. no emergency . The Infantry waswa.s. capable of con-concon-

tinuing

con-

tinuing

concon-

tinuing

¬-

tinuingtinning on and needed no additional support . InsteadInstead-

of

Instea-

d
Instead-

of

Instea-

d
Instead-

of

Instea-

dof employing the Engineers on the consolidation of thethe-

lines
he-

mlines

the-

lines
he-

mlines

the-

lines
he-

mlineslines they were assigned a sector and actually heldheld-

it
hel-

d
held-

it
hel-

d
held-

it
hel-

dit until the error of judgment of improperly employingemploying-

the

employi-
ngthe Engineers was found out late in the afternoon ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe 29th . Some little difficulty was experienced inin-

pulling

im-

pelling

in-

pulling

im-

pelling

in-

pulling

im-

pellingpulling them out of the line in order that they mightmigh-

tassist

nigh-

tshift
migh-

tassist

nigh-

tshift
migh-

tassist

nigh-

tshiftassist the other battalion of the 117thl17th Infantry inin-

con

ic-

on
in-

consolidating

u-

nconsolidated

in-

consolidating

u-

nconsolidatedconconsolidatingsol i dating .

IIAnotherAnother/ Another encefence had and that of mainmain-ymainyexperiexpertexperience was mainlmain7mainly-77--
" '

,

,.
:'

'\ , '. ,

;' tainingstaining direction under any and all conditionslconditions/conditionsconditionslTheconditionsconditions/conditionsconditionsTheconditions/// The-

morning

Th-

ronging

The '

IImorningMorningmorning of September 29 broke with a heavy fog , thisthis-

i

thi-
sI 1i combined with smoke made the going exceptionally-

"i
exceptionallyri-

tt
exceptionall-

y
exceptionally

"iirittBritt" s ' -°.1a1l1a1l..1a1lr.jj. fcr, ..111111111111. lNMrwMvrlr4siMln >.> nilHnil VlUVWWMttfWjt-11fN
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f

WW-
W

4t.,44-

f
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'
Iff difficult . One could scarcelyscaroely see overover five yards ''

1/
9<9-

in, in either direction . I distinctly recall running-

AX

runnin-

g
running

. . . , . . . .' ' I . . , . .. ." ' '' ' <

.. .
"

. . . ,. . ,-. " " ,. ",..,4.ntQ4.ntQ4ntQ,.:iU? Q
:

, . ." 'b.aji.tEbaji.tEbajitEbaited'.a .Ar.i.pjTiipjTiFiji.,PF. " ",. , .gg.ommcomm
,ilUillusdAX: . ..PjPj.QtQt._ . . . QJ,4nof4nof, ne, . . .P.fP.fPf., .-

, .
.

, .-
the

t- he.
,
the

' , , "

supposupportaupport.ngaupportngsupportingaupport.ng-

units

apportion-

ments

, . ' . ' " - .,
j.ngjngJung., .

units while out on reconnaissreconnaisareconnaissancereconnaissancenoenodetnoetoe and having him askask-

me

ask-

ed

ask-

me

ask-

edme the questquestionwhicquestionquestiono .,. . ., , whic-hwhichwhi.c.hwhic.hwhich. -.h ' warway areare we going . He had aa-

o

a-

compass

c-

ompass

a-

compass

c-

ompassoompaB-sompaBscompassCompaq- and II asked him if he could set it . The typetype-

compass

type-

compass( compass referred to is1s not the lensatiolensaticsensationlunatic type we knowknow-

but

kn-
ob

know-

J

kno-
w

.
\, , J

,
l, \

l but rather the British OrdnanceOrdnanoe type . In the haze of-

the

of-

ten

of
. 00-

1

.'

,
,

.

,
'\

'\ '

,

"
, the fog it was setBet for him "duedue" east by a littlen-

orth
lit-

tle
littlen-

orth
lit-

tle
littlelittle-

r
"'-

V
V' .

_ ,
'' ' 111-

1compass

'
/11/'r< "ii-

s

\\: \ ;
' " \ \\ .;

r' "\ --

s

s-\ north . Nevertheless it brings out the factfaotfagot that no-

matter

ne-

onate

no-

matter

ne-

onate

no
I , '

, ' o\o.\o-

I

:}
,

\'" y

I

'1)1
'

) '.'VV'""\.,
\ .

.

. " ,
.-

,

(.
'

'

.
l

"

. '

matter whether or not the attackattaok was to take plaoe-

in

plato-

on

place-

in

placi-

ng

plaoeplace
I

,

\ \ '
I iiIi'-

J

, I
'-

J
J'

"
- ! JiA i1

'

} 'JJ'
! . , , {N

"

in daylight or dark , the operation order and battlebattle-

9

battle-

L

battl-

e

.
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J\JJIJiJi\

", I

i
i i\ii-

I

i-

v

\ .' '

. I v \ .t'" 1Jti,; ( '
-9-9- 9-

1'1

9-

J

-
u\uu-

j

\
\ .

;

\\
,j

J



' - - ' " '"- - . '-" ' ' '
'

,-, _

. " "
,
' '

: " _.-:".:'t-'tt:!'_'-="' '.-' rr-rr:rr.IR.R.-" .II. '., :'
.-- .:- .= , . .., . , . . _ , . ,- -- ----'f31- - : -f-fffWff-fW- : NNJ:7"t-J:7"tJ:7"tJ7t:: 'tI!I r1

instruction should have contained some instructionsinstructions-

as

instructio-
nsas to direction to be maintained .

/ To better exemplify this let me quote from-

the

frot-

hed

from-

Hist

frot-

hiest

fromfrom-

Hist

frot-

hiest /HistHeist . 119thll9th Inf-

I

Infi-

x

InfInfo the History of the 119thll9th Infantry :

"AtAt" exactly 5:50550: AM the most terrific barragebarrage-

ever
barra-

ge
barrage-

ever
barra-

ge
barrage-

ever
barra-

geever laid down on thelVesternthievesthe WesternlVesternLester, rontFront;Front opened . andand-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hem

and-

the

ant-

hemthe Infantry following it as closely as possiblepossible-

assisted

poss-
ible

,

assisted by such a density of fog and smoke tha.tthatthat-

a

tha.t-

a

tha-

t
.

a person could not see over 5 yards . . . . The fogfog-

and

frog-

man

fog-

and

frog-

man

fog-

and

frog-

manand smoke caused a bit of confusion . "

Thus we see that the II American Corps com-

posed

com-

posed

com-comcom-

posed

---
I/

, ' \

'

\ ' posed of the 27th and 30th Divisions attacked the-

main

Ath-

enian

the-

main

Ath-

enian

thethe-

main

Ath-

enianmain HindenburgHindenberg Line . The Germans had since the earlyearly-

days

ear-
ly

early-

days

ear-
ly

early-

days

ear-
lydays of the war expended much time , labor , skill andand-

materials

ba-

ndmaster

and-

materials

ba-

ndmaster

and-

materials

ba-

ndmastermaterials and as a consequence therefore he believedbelieved-

the

believe-

th
believed-

the

believe-

th
believed-

the

believ-
eththe Line capable of defying4efying assault
, . "

.. .

HindenburgHindenbUHindenbur5Hindenberg. . ' " w. . . . , . ' co! .-

L1ne
L-

1ne. . . .
... .

_ ..._ . . . . ..... any

"t'ftf"'.. '

.

made against it . H-HHaunchifHaunchHe;-CstaunchilStaunchlytaunchistaunchaunchifhaunch)) believed this putic1partiourpatiopartiou-

la

particul-

ar
partioupatio rputic1.1. -.1.1 . ,.t\t.VN.JjttVN.Jj.ttt.VN.JjtVNJj.la\. l7l7-

7 ?. .tt ... .1111.
_ .. .4' .ii.& ._.-!."'. .__ ,__< -/77_- / ". .. ,-,.. .,;,_lr/lrlrYJL1./ YJL1 .YrrJ1 .1.r1.r1r. .,.1-

.rachievement

. . .

rrachievementachievement[ achievement .. He steadfastly reckoned that the force-

of

forc-

e
force-

of

forc-

e
forceforce-

of

forc-

eof any plannedpla.nned. attack would be broken
.. .

on the_ . .tjjcjgJLtirJstir.,., ., , ." 1. : .. "
,-', ;." '/ ' ' .

. .
. .._ _ ' "", - ""

... .".-.- -..' .,.._"' " ..,.. .'.< *. ., ; ; . < -4U\4U4U'IWCI*\'." '''"" " 'IWCIIWCIKIWI' "* < <

.

* .'* __.JEJAJEAN; 1 A i8n Qftftflfettlee 'W'ttWttWatt' '"1t5mplish' c 'bb' mp11shamp11shathisthis , he-

Y

heYi-

t

heis-

t

he , it seems solely-
I

solel-
y

solely-

depended

so-
lely

solely
M-M1MM1- '

. ... . ._---II-_.
depended on a solidified machine gun defense augmented-

ra
augment-

ed
augmented

.. 'lrlr'cirtfnocirafariwarfsrNowAran 0afari-warfsrafariwarfsrsafaridwarfs+<ffrffffrtVtfrfretter" -tVtfrtVtfr- Wilt-fWiltf- ".
with a number ofof-

105th

ofot 'ywaaWada8Now-ANowA.. -. VI LAUKtUtt and minenwerfersmineworkersminenwerfers-

.Hist

minenwerfers-

Hist

minework-
ers

.

. . .- . ., 105thl05th Eng . Let uflusfl consider a general description of thethe-

Hindenburg

H-
eidelberg

the-

Hindenburg

H-
eidelberg

the-

Hindenburg

H-
eidelbergHindenburgHindenberg Line . Generally this part of the Hinden-HindenHiddenHinden-

burg

Hinden-

berg

Hinden-

burg

Hinden-

berg

Hinden--

tourg

Hind-
en

tou-
rg

Hidd-
en

to-
ur

-

burg Line contained a largel'arge'

amount of dugouts , linedlined-

with
lin-

ed
lined-

with
lin-

ed
lined.-

with

lined-

with
lin-

ed
.

with heavy mining timbers with steps leading down toto-

a

toa-

d

to-

a

toa-

da depth of . 30 . or _.moremore.. , feet . ..- These dugouts .- were oon-ooncon-cononoo-

nstruoted

co-

nstructed

co-

nstruoted

co-

nstructed

conco-

nstructed

¬-

structedstruotedstrutted with a view of housing from four to twelve-

10

twelve-

10

twelvetwelve-

10-10-10-1-

0t

10-

,0

10n-

wrr

-

,

I it"
.

1( i-

i
i-

iL
i-

Lt
LL . . . _ . . . ,

.,
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men . So long had they existed and been occupied thatthat-

many

Tam-

many

that-

Oper

Har-

per

that-

many

Tam-

manymany of them were wired for electric lights . In thethe-

second

th-
ereon

the-

second

th-
ereon

the-

second

th-
ereon \
second line of defense about a point of 100 yardsyards-

south

ya-
rds

yards-

south

ya-
rdssouth of the RiquevalPrimeval Entrance ( Southern Entrance ) toto-

the

t-
ote

!
?

,(
I

the northern entrance of the ssamene there were approxi-\approxiapproximateapproxi-

mately

approxi-approxiapproximateapproxi-

mately

approxi-i-

mately

appr-
oxi

imat-
ely

approx-

imate
binat-

ely
- \

matelyMattel 150 dugouts . Numerous observation poetsposts werewer-

edistributed

w-
eediest

wer-

edistributed

w-
eediest

wer-

edistributed

w-
eediestdistributed along the line . These were of concreteconcrete-

and

concr-
ete

concrete-

and

concr-
ete

concrete-

and

concr-
eteand had,, adequate shelshelfsheltertertear for the observers .

The third line of defense was in proportionproportion-

as

proportio-

nsas adequately manned and eauipoedeQuipped in observation postsposts-

dugouts

posth-

umous

,

dugouts and shelters . Every phase possible hadha.d. beenbeen-

considered

been-

considered

been-

consideredconsidered in not only providing for defense but also-

co

als-
o

also-

comfort
al-

oof
also '

'-

comfort

c-

omfort

'

cocomfort, ort of the occupants . Concrete was used whereverwhereve-

rpossible

wher-
ever

whereve-

rpossible

wher-
ever

whereve-

rpossible

wher-
everpossible . In planning for the defense he providedprovided-

good

provi-
ded

provided-

good

provi-
ded

provided-

good

provi-
dedgood cover frofrom shell fire as well as quick and easyeasy-

access
Al-

sace
easy-

access
Al-

sace
easy-

access
Al-

saceaccess . There was one feature observed and which waswas-

I

wa-

s

wa-

squite

as-

tute
wa-

squite

as-

tutequite noticeable in that there were very few concreteconcrete-

machine

conc-
rete

concrete-

machine

conc-
rete

concrete-

machine

conc-
retemachine gun emplacements . In the location of the-

and

thr-

ead

thethe'o-

.A. . . ., . . . .,. '
, . , . . . ,. . . , .. . . .I " - ",< " ." 'AA' , n . '

.

-.-'o.Ao.A'o.AoA.' ;. AMteAnte
. .

' 1'1/1'1111'1.r.vv.' / :,' .. ' ., --
>. .-" * w '.WrtWrtWart._-.r.r'-.f.* , .M .-. . .,. s,

'O'bserVatt'onObserVattonObservation'. ' Hrt'VHrtVHart' ttun-1Cttun1Cstun:' '-}o'btsobts1stsobits>' : llwggiir-weiirweleggyii--wgg-wgggag-wggiwwaggish;"- , iw"-e - ' fe t gy i r'tfrtfnPart' t& ..

and placed that they afforded a splendid field ofof-

observation

c-

ooperation

of-

observation

c-

ooperation

of-

observation

c-

ooperationobservation of the entire sector .,/OpereOperOperaDoper. 11 CorpsCorps-

many

Corps-

man

As to the entire defense in this sector thethe-

German

ste-

ersman

the-

German

ste-

ersman

the-

German

ste-

ersmanGerman had everything that could be-- .
.

desdes.1desired.. .. :. " -.1.1.-JheHeThe.ft/c.ftc.ftftcftc. : , ,:, ,:, ., ',' .''_','.',/ , ., .,
,..,

. . --W1'" '""-11- "

. . t/1o-t1ot1o-

,1

/, - .."'... ,, . . .-.-.. .. .
..AOUAU,Q. ..ww<. ft al'tlt'i I y- 'ry- rywrogyrot"'roro' lirg.fj-rllirg.fjrllirg.fjlirgfjrllairling<

l
W ;ng

- -
:, fairly;, . ; open

_
. . ."

anand
. .-'- -""had-_-

a
..". .,1\,11,11;',

qtWrqtqtWrntown()WW-
v ,)\

(
.

n" '. (, ,.
,
1\11-

well
', . \

._ -_- / -vvv'wel-

l

<'rf.-'we-

ll

'wel-

l

wel-

l

- '
.
_

. ., . .
. . . .." TT-

north

N-

orth

. well defined ridge running from near (wndhuillenoduleendhuilleOneduciblen
. in ththe

north to near BellioourtBel11courtBellicourtBellSouth at the southern entrance toto-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
ote

to-

the

t-
otethe tunnel .

The front line of the HindenburgH1ndenburgHindenberg Line generallygenerally-

thl's

generally'-

Para

generally-

paralleled

gene-
rally'ParaPara'' 1eled .- thisthl'sthls' well definedefinadefined<! . 1'idg.ea.t'ridgfr1'idg.e-1idg.e1'idg.e1idgeridgerid.- .ata.t a. distancedistanoe ofofl-

OOO.iio

of-

1000.to

of-

1000tolOOO-.iiolOOO.iiolOOO.iioiio1000 -

. '.. to 2000 yards-

11

yards .,

-11-11-.1111.11-

men

-.

i



Through this ridridgee and underground ran thethe-

St

te-
St

the-

Hist
th-

eist
the-

Hist
th-

eistHiHistHeistst . 105thl05th Eng . St . Quentin Tunnel and Canal . It had been saidsa.id. by-

many

B-

ryan
byby-

many

B-

ryanmany that the protection afforded by this rjiCeriCeri ijealedie in-

overhead

in-

versed
in-

overhead

in-

versed
inin-

overhead

in-

versed
/-

overhead

o-

verhead
/

overhead cover was too good and too deep and at nono-

pla.ce

un-

placed

no-

place

un-

placed

no-

place

un-

placed
.

pla.ceplace. was the protection in any dangerda.nger. of penetratipenetratepenetrati-
by

penetrati-
ng

penetrati-
by

penetrati-
ng

penetration-

by

penetrati-
on

:
I

by shellsheilSheila or bomb.bomb .

All lines of the HindenburgHindenberg system in thisthis-

sector
tri-

sect
this-

sector
tri-

sectsectorsector-

All

spectr-

ally

was adequately provided with heavy bands ofof-

barbed

so-

bered

of-

barbed

so-

beredbarbed wire . BuilBuildBuiltt of screw pickets .a.ndand. generallygenerally-

of

general-
ly

/-

of

o-

f
/(

/ of the-

In

th-

In

the double apron type .
11-

InIn going over the trenches of this systemsystem-

it
system-

ic

system-

it
system-

ic

system-

it
system-

icit was noted that little or no revettingreverting had beenbeen-

done

Ben-

son
bee-

ndone

Be-

nson
been-

done

Ben-

son
bee-

ndoneThisdonedonedoneThisdomestics. ./ThisThis/ Th1SThis can be readily seen in that the soil islisleisl-

a

Isla-

m

isie-

//
i-

e
ie-

a

ide-

a

ff-

r
f-

a

/.-r"'/aa// a chalky one . It permits rapidra.pid. excavation , washeswashes-

or

wash-
es

washes-

or

wash-
esor errodeserodes very slightlyslishtly and stands up exceptionallyexceptionally-

well

exception-
allywell . So far we.e. have dealt with the three lineslines-

that

inst-
ant

lines-

that

inst-
ant

lines-

that

inst-
antthat made up the main line of defense but let us-

consider

un-

considered

usus-

consider

un-

considered

us-

consider

un-

consideredconsider the outpost line . This too was well con'-

I

con-

q

co-
q

con-conco-

nr

cor-

n
-

"

.
'

. .ruru..- .
.

.."'..-r.
..' .;':. . .._ .

''.

''1 '

.

.
. . .

. 'IIq'.
". .

.

' ;

.

# .
. , . .

Jw. .

.".
' --.0-

1
.0-

1-
:
.

.- ottko-ttkO-tto..:.:.;. ..,;(- "'. t.t.iSa8!
..
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.
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.

'
.
. .
,. . . . ' . . . . . :. :1'1t11t:1'1t-

.01
:'. .

; 't.1t.1t1' . .LL;;
.- rr_.' ,._. ._., ._.. ...:.:,'\. . . ..

... . , . ,

It was connectedoonnected up wiwithth the mainma.in. line by means ofof-

ravines

m-

oraines

of-

ravines

m-

oraines

of-

ravines

m-

orainesravines and well concealedconoealed communication trenchestrenches.-

The

trenches-

The

trench-
es

.

The outpost line and the country between conta.inedcontainedconta.ined-

many

contai-
ned

contained-

many

contai-
ned

contained-

many

contai-
ned

.

many dugouts , numerous strong points and exceptionalqexceptiona1Vexceptionalexceptionalq-

well

exceptio-
nal

exceptiona1V-

well

exceptionalexceptional-

well

exception-

ablewell sited machine gun nestsneetsnets .

The St . Quentin Canal where it ran throughthrough-

the

thoug-

ht
through-

the

thoug-

ht
through-

the

thoug-

htthe tunnel added , strength to the systemIystem . The insideinside-

of

insid-

e
inside-

of

insid-

e
inside-

of

insid-

e
. "

. ' .
of the canal tunnel by means of strstarstrandeded.oredoredo. or beachedbeached-

canal
beac-

hed
beached-

canal

beac-
hed

. -

canal boats , heavy concreteoonorete blocksblookslooks or barricadesbarrioades atat--

-
a-

t
at-

tbe

m-

atte- - - - - . -._-tbetbe.th.eth.ethetubet re. enends.BB. a.n4an4and.and-centerandcenterandcenterindenter-centercenter-- enter .. . . afforded the GermaneGermans-Germans-Sermane-quarteringSermanequarteringGermansquarteringShermanSermanequartering-

space

_- quarteringquartering-

spaoe

quarter-
ing

quartering-

space

quarter-
ingspacespaoespoke for approximately two divisions . By use ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe several approachesapproaohes or galleries from the rear-

12

rear-

12

rearrear-

12-12-12- 12-

I

12-

Hi

-

. .

.
I , .



( east ) and numerous underground oassagespassages anda.ndend. exiexitexitsexits-

connecting

exits-

connecting

tsts-

connecting

s-

coneconnecting all parts of the line , the German waswas-

s.ble

asse-

mble

was-

able

was-

hable

was-

able

was-

hables.blesbleablesable. to reinforcereinforde any part of his lineline-

/
lin-

e

line-

The

lin-
net

.

' / The importance of this ''tunneltunnel' was felt byby-

superior

by-

superior

by-

superiorsuperior headquarters by reason of the the-

and

thr-

ead

the great streets-

and

stre-
ets

stressstreetsstress-

and

stress-

edand emphasis laid, on mopmoppingingKing upupIup-

Monograph

upup-

The

U-

te
.

I'

/-

The

T-

he
/

The Third British Army No . GS76-24GS7624G576-24G576- in part-

directs
art-

ifacts
part-

directs
art-

ifacts
partpart-

Monograph

war-

mongerMonograph II-
Corps

V-

ictors
IIIII-

Corps
C-

orps directs as follows ;:

OorpeCorpsMooreCorps-

The

Cor-

ps

Corps-

The

Cor-

ps

"InIn" continuation of Third Army No . GS769-

dated

GS769-

dated

OS76-9OS769GS76-9GS76OS769-

dated

-

dated 20th September

1 . ( b ) The Fourth Army ieis delivering thethe-

main

Ath-

enian

the-

main

Ath-

enian

the-

main

Ath-

enianmain attack against the enemy'senemysenemy' defenses fromfrom-

Le

fro-
m

from-

Le

fro-
m

from-

Le

fro-
mLe TronqueyToque to Le OateletCateletBoatelCartel both inclusive on aa-

date

a-

dapted

a-

date

a-

dapted

a-

date

a-

dapteddate which will be notified separately .

iIII . '. <'"
The first objective ( green line ) has beenbee-

ntllotted
be-

etroot
been-

Allotted
be-

efalo
bee-

nallotted

be-
efalotllottedAllotted to the II American Corps . The secondsecond-

objective

second-

objective

second-

objectiveobjective ( red line ) has been allotted to ther-

JI1r

the-

Corpsifter

h-

ectors

the
..-rJ/I1rrJI1r-,:/. . ..W-i.Wi.WWi. - 1')!wt.> ,

. - 1U'i1Ui' *ijiWFiji,. ; _ '
' TF thth1I1I1-

ICOrfEfter

Wj"Ar1'MjAr1M" WaTTffnWattrrrr' 1\iff1iff\Ziff 'll t1'jt1j!'rt
COrfEfterCorvetteCorpsifterOrbiterOorpsOops ,? #fterafter the capturec8.pturec8pture. of the Green LinLingLineLine'heLine , the-'he'hehethe-

II

Hei-

di
:--<'he-

II

'TieTi-

eII

T-

ieII American CorpsOorpsOops olft)left STtt116vVlie116vLie LapQ, bug e ofaf thetRi .fl-aagnflaagnAragon- AenAdenAen-

I.MIe

An-

ime

nn-

Lie
l-

ie .ii.Jkl? north. .rr. ,LietLett.iexploitklexploitinexplicit .-"ssGreenGreenGreenGre-

endl
Gre-

ened
I.MIeIMIeLie.,ImidesU fee ntfRmfr exploit northnor th ernAuL.aftirthoarernAuLaftirthoar. O1Mr:" l'dc8 ( Greenenen-

Q.IQ.IQIdl.<ML l 91. line ) in order to assiassassistat the advanceadvanc, e of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of

the V CorpsCorps-OW--------CorpsOWCorpsOWii-,I . f. .- ---- - - - itii .LtLt.w.w-------w.ww.wWhen." -- -- - -- WhenWhe-

nthe

Whe-

ther
V JLJLUJCL-UU- .!' \

the II AmerAmberAmerichnCorpsAmericanAmerichnCorpsAAmericanAmerichnCorpsexploitationAmerican , CorpsCOrPBCOrP .tltl.ataaafc. - *l f/texploitationftexploitationexploitationftexploitationt-
owards

<teA/ exploitationexploitationt-

owards

exploita-
tion

ex pi citationt-

owards
citat-

iontowards theAGreenteagardenthethe.OreentheOreenthereon. Green LlnAllanLine 1.1ri - III Corps DBBwfttfWaftWWr . areare-

td

arres-

ted

are-

fc-

are-

fc
are-

ca
ar-

efcto
r-

ectoI' . "
'

'tt''trr"- ' " " totd "' apP up the ground west of .the.the canal ., ( HoweverHoweve-

rthis

Howe-
ver

Howeve-

rthis

Howe-
ver

Howeve-

rthis

Howe-
verthis was what was to take placeplaoe on seotorsector of the-

I

thei-

r

the-

filth

he-

alth

thethe-

ytSTfiivleion.
11tnfilthytSTfiivleion.1)1.1111'divisiondivision

.') visIon 'butut we.we find"find" moppingmopp1rfg
" ' upup "r:further-

stressed
furt-

hers
rthRothur'therurtherfurtherur'ther-

stressed

' ' rr-

stressed

s-

tressedstressed in the operation orders of the FourthFourth-

Army

Fou-
rth

Fourth-

Army

Fou-
rth

Fourth-

Army

Fou-
rthArmy , B.B.FBB.FBBFB.I.rBI.rBIrBBBFBairdBier. . . dated September 23aa22 , 1918-

13

19181918.-

13

.

--.13-.13-13-13-.13-

east

.1-

3east

-



. . . . . . . . .

- . . . . . . . . . .. . : . -- - - . . . - ._ . - " - . . . . . .

In paragraphpararaph[ 4 (0)0(0)of( c ) of Field Order No . 1616-

II

,

II American Corps dated September 24 , 19lE191819lE-

further

191-

8further

1S11S-

1furtherfurther emphasis on this 'phase'phase of the operationoperation-

in

operatio-

n
--

in

i-

n
-

in thattha.t. definite bodies are allotted for duty atat-

each

te-

ach

at-

each

te-

acheach entraentrapentrancece to the tunnel with the object ofof-

dealing

m-

odeling

of-

dealing

m-

odelingdealindealingdealing with any ofoff the enemy -- These troopstroops-

were

troo-
ps

troops-

were

troo-
pswere not to be withdrawn until the tunnel hadhad-

M

ha-

M

had-

been

ha-

dean

had-

been

ha-

deanbeen enentirelytirelytiredly cleared . of the enemy .

Let us briefly consider the mission of the-

Monograph

T-
heodora

thethe-

Monograph

T-
heodoraMMonographnographNorah II-
American

D-

iametric
IIII II American CorpsOorpsOops on September 29-302930- , 19161918 and thethe-

scheme

th-

resh
the-

American
th-

eatric
the-

American
th-

eatricAmerican. Corps-

been

Corps-

men

Corps-
scheme

Corp-
uscle

Corps
scheme of maneuver pertinent thereto . However ,

inasmuch as we Arere treating of the operations of thethe-

30th

the-

30th

the-

50th30th Division and a unitwit! thereof it ieis proposed toto-

deal

or-

deal

to-

deal

or-

deal

to-

deal

or-

dealdeal only with such events as concerned ,.
.JJ.

THE MISSION ASSIGNED-

The

Assign-

ed
ASSIGNED-

The

Assign-

ed
ASSIGNEDASSIGNED-

The

Assign-

edThe Fourth Army protected on its right flankflank-

by

flak-
y

flank-

by

flak-
y

flank-

by

flak-
yby the First French Army will deliver the main attack-

against
att-

ack
attack-, .

.f'KK' 'esyssvjesses....."'. . . .
... .-- liy. w .; '

"." i ," ...HffjggjHffjggj. Tj.rTjrTaj;." "
' """ '"my/v"mymyv"" / w " * - - ,Tj.rt'

againstagain"- BTagain-BTagai- nst;-tt- 1tthe
- enemyiiTelnf/T'tiTelnfT'tTtitselfmytTmutt"'/"ss" '1ers1ersJrt'!:'SK-sTB'SKSKsTBstab' - J---rt-JrtJrt'rrnr.-" '!'- 'rrnrrrnrurn' f ' t P'!*pp-

from

f-

rom
';'" '.' : '

from Le OateletCateletBoatelCartel to Le TronqueyToque both inclusive operatoperat-operantoperat-

ing

operat-

ing

operat-

ing

¬-

ingKing in the general direction Bohain-BusignyBohainBusignyBahrainBusing- .

SCHEME OF MANEUVE-

RThe

Maneu-
ver

MANEUVE-

RThe

Maneu-
ver

MANEUVERMANEUVE-

RThe

Maneu-
verThe first objective in the Australian OorpsCorpsOopsOorps-

Green

Corp-

smen

Corps-

Green

Corp-

smen

Corps-

flreen

Corp-

ulent( Green Line ) will be captured by the II American CorpsCorps.-

After

Corps-

After

Copa-

rtner

.

After the capture of the green line the corps w1l1willw1l-

1exploit

will-

exploit

mil-

epost
will-

exploit

mil-

epostexploit to the north and south --.----- to the southsouth-

with

out-
wit

south-

with

out-
wit

south-

with

out-
witwith a view of assisting the IX CorpsOorpsOops B.E.FBE.FBEFBEBF. . . in theirtheira-

dvanoe

theira-

dvance

theira-

dvanceadvanoeadvance ,. aoro.sl.theaorosl.theaorosltheacross-theacrossthe-.acrolithacross. . .the . canaloana1oaxa1 ., andan4 to .
.pp
.
protectingproteotin" . .

eotet- flrfl"'"'.the-

Australian

te-

arstain
the
' - ' . .

Australian CorpsOorpsOops rightr'ight' in bheirtheirheir advanceadvanoe to the RedRed-

Line

Red-

Line

Red-

Line

RedL-

ine14LineLin-

e14

Line-

14

.
.

I14I-14-14-14-

1

14-

In

--
1 .

.
' . . . .11.

.

. .

.
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In the orders of the day , FF&L1FFL1F11el4F & li QrderOrderQidQuid r No1 o 16-

II

1616-

II

16-

IIII American Corps , September 24 , 1918 , we findfind"tbefindtbefind-thefindthe-find"tbe-

me

findthe-
main

indetermi-

nacy

"

t.he-

main

the-

main

Ath-

enian

.

memain, in operation divided into two phases . The firstfirstp-

hase
fir-

ths
firstp-

hase
fir-

thsphase wherein the II American Corps after forming upup-

on

up-

on

up-

onon the tapeta.pe. line ( Jump Off Tape laid by the EngineersEngineers-

prior
Engin-

eers
)

prior to Zero Hour was disposed as follows ;:

The 30th Division on the right and the 27th27th-

Division

27th-

Division
.
.- /I/

- " :,; I

)) i'FiF''! . /DivisionDivision//DivisionDivision/IDivisionIndecisionDivision on the left . ThTheyx
_ .
wereere to attack supporting-

tanks

support-
ing

supporting-

tanks

support-
ing

supportingsupporting-

tan

supporti-
ngtankstan-s-inn- .- . . -

the
- - . . - . '

advanceadva.nce
"

. under a creeping barrage . ThisThis-

barrage

This-

barragebarrage was to hold for four minutes in front of thethe-

jumpoff

the-

jumpoff

the-

jump-off

th-

ejump
o-

ff
rh-

eumjump-offjumpoff- line and then lift firing a predetermined-

schedule

predeter-
mined

predeterminedpredetermined-

schedule

predeter-
mined

predetermined-

schedule

predeter-
minedschedule . The barragebQ.I'ragebQ.IragebQIragebilge.' containedconta.ined. a goodly portion of-

smoke

C-

osmo

ofof-

smoke

C-

osmo

of-

smoke

C-

osmosmoke shells . To the artillery was assignedass1ned?, thethe-

mission

th-

eists
the-

mission

th-

eists
the-

mission

th-

eistsmission of screening the flanks with smoke and as soonsoon-

a.s

soon-

est

soon-

as

so-
ns

soon-

as

so-
nsa.sas. the 1stlet objobobjectiveectiveactive was reached 1itt was to fan outout-

in

outi-

ng

out-

in

outi-

ng

out-

in

outi-

ng
15.1

in order that the infantry would be enabled under the-

cover

th-

ecae
thethe-

cover

th-

ecae
the-

cover

th-

ecaecover of smoke to exploit the flanks and further cover-

the

cov-
ert

covercover-

the

cov-
ert

cover-

the

cov-
ertthe movements of the two corps coming up ( advancing-

r

advancin-
g

advancing
.. .. . , . , . . ,.. .. . . .

r: t. ' ;r.. =117119,4C1171194C, ',;9t!'. M!
. . .

_ . .IIf.i- .ii i.fif' 4IW! f A ""IIf-IIfIf' ' ..",.. ..I.. ." 41:.
.JiIJiI.II.JfLJfL.FL,.,. .11 'ee' J " - .. . .. ._

_ ' .' IrJrCirrirJrrr 'eJJ - ' ' w ' , ' TfI\I\:<II.MtrTi+ uwrbur N !!.1lw1lw"'M3db"' ' sXi '-' I.MtrTiIMtrTiLiterati: l .tI.JetI.JetIJei.e.tIe." lTU.J-J'C'arrlTU.JJCarrlTU.JlTUJJ'C'arrJCarrTsujiCarr"1. :' l> 1n-'C'Or1n'C'OrCOrCora: :,-'' 80 S-SS,0([ ,00 eas'l'JeaslJeasel''.'FF33.I-.I.I'- 0 Ss-

r
s-

the

t-

he

BB-

the

B-

athethe canal ) .

"-

An
A-n"./
"An experienceexperienoe was hadha durJLngUrjngduringUrn theth first phasefphase/phasephase-

"of

phase-

r

phas-

e

phase-

the

pha-
se

/

101

,
,
.
'

'

/ ""ofof"0{ the attack . The IIII'JIIJI' Corps , B.B.FBB.FBBFE.E.rEE.rEErB.E.FBE.FBEFBBBFBeerERBE. . ., did not attackattaokattack-

but

atta-
ck

,'
r,// but held a defensive front for the purpose of screenscreen-screen-

ing

screen-

ing

screen-

ing

¬-

ingKing the movement of the V Corps , B.E.FBE.FBEFBEBF. . . ThisThiThai s Cocorpscorps-

was

corp-

ses

corps-

was

corp-

ses
! S

was
. . " ' " -to" . ' - , .

follow. .- . . . . ." - .. ,
the

. , - . . .
27th until the objective9pjeotive was reachlreachreachla-

nd
dreaml-

and

reached-

and

reach-
ed

e g
,

f!and: t.!thenen paspass8B ._thrthruh.z.pthroughh ough.theexplooughtheexploroughhewed\.z.pz.p.z.pzp\;.
.._ .theth, _eexploitation! oitat1oni tat ion . This movement-

was

movem-

ent

movementmovement-

was

movem-

ent

movement-

was

movem-

entwas not to take placeplaoe , however , until after the-

second

th-
ereon

thethe-

leoond

th-
ereon

the-

second

th-
ereonleoondsecondLeon phase had started . Due to the failurefe,11urefe11ure, of thethe-

27th

the-

27th'Di

the-

S7th27th27th.t27th'Di27thDi'" ' Dlvision"t6"jumpDlvisiont6jumpi8ioni-toi8ionito' -.t.t-"- . ".° JumpSump
' off ononxf ththe' siiiiMedimesamer1e-MeMe

- lineline-lineaslines'- asass
' ththethe-

30th

the-

30th30th a gap occurredooourred between the two divisions and-

15

and-

15

and

-15-15-.1515. -.

.



while reconnoitering the left sector of the 30th30th-

Division

30th-

Division

50th-

DivisionDivision much to my surprise the GermansGermane opened upup-

with

p-

ewit

up-

with

p-

ewit

up-

with

p-

ewitwith machine guns on my party from a nest whichwhich-

according

which-

according

which-

according 'according to information supplied was in territoryterritoryr-

eported
terri-

tory
,

reported captured, by the 27th Division . This gapgap-

was

ga-
wps

gap-

was

ga-
wps

gap-

was

ga-
wpswas filled by two battalions , one each from thethe-

11.7th

the-

111th

the-

117th11.7th117th111th. and 118thll8th .

To accomplish this oanauvermaneuver we find thatthat-

Corps

sta-

tors
that-

Corps

sta-

tors. ono . 2dad2dC.AC.ACAC.ACA.. ./ Corps Headquarters designated the troops and how thethe-

maneuver

the-

rmometer

the-

maneuver

the-

rmometer
7979-

while

79-

z

79-

while

maneuver was to be carriedca.rried. out .

A and B HegimentofeachRegimentRegiment ,__of_each. .division were
. .

to-

attack

st-

omata
z? i : : : : : :: ; : \: : . ;attacky : __

EC
.

Regiment , the_ supportingsupportingregimentsupportingregiment of
.

the-

hr-i

the-

hr ieth-

er
theth-

ebrigadMorigina.1jthe
'lJ.g\lJ.g'lJ.glJgjag

b'lJ.gbbrigadM-origina.1jthebrigadMorigina.1jthebrigadMorigina.1jtheorigina1jthebrigand1the- ,[gflfl g.gs-gs.gspriginasprigging_ -.JIrJIrIra.-priginaoriginaltgi n. t.lYtlYtallyt.lYlLit'll:. ij-lLlL_;.,-;.jn,.! jhhehe: _ 2.in2in:.UnelineJune .
.

D RegimeRegimentn t hholdingholding-

the

holdi-
ng

holding-

the

holdi-
ng

o-

bltdl

b-

aldly

' '":". 1

the line whenwbenben the attack began ( this regiment toItoilto-

be

t-
oe

to-

be

t-
oe

toto-

be

t-
oe

I
/-

be

b-

e
/

be assembled and pass to the Divisional Reserve ) .

Battle instructions 30th Division G3/4G34G34-

September

G34-

September

G3/4-

September

G-3 4Se-

ptember
/

September 25 , 19181916 .disposeddisDosed- of the regiments asas-

follows

as-

followsfollows :

. 'JJ' :,.:. . f'),:: Mt'itMtitTit._'._ :. . " ,,,,'LL' /: ._l\llbIlb\ .
'. :'SS' " !""

' :' !

. " ,
*

. . bI: '.. . 'ii"'i!, . r'TrTr'Tr.v' ...IWMWWVW-r.vr.v-. -"'- ,.-. . . ....
.

'. , 'cc' _, ,"InfantryInfa.ntry. ( attacking trtroop'stroopstrI5troop-I5I5
-I5tlt'kTrrg'' - -tlt'kTrrgtlt'kTrrgtltkTrrgletterer-tr' '''oo'o 'rwrw' " S' ' w-

line

li-

ne
<'jljltea'

line on D-2-dayD2day- - from the l18th118thl18th-

Infantry

118th-

Infantry

118th-

InfantryInfantry , the 120th to be the right-

regiment

risor-

gimento

rightright-

regiment

risor-

gimento

right-

regiment

risor-

gimentoregiment ) . EachEaohLeah regiment to deploy-

on"D

deploy-

onD

deplo-

yed
deploydeploy-

on

depl-
oy

deploy-

on'Donon'DonDbond"DD""' ' " .& day and to be in position-

at

position-

al

posipositpositiont10nt10n-

atat Zero minus 1 hour on the line-

(2

line-

2
line

(22( BnsBans in attackattaok , 1 Bn in support.-

Mission

support-

Mission

superv-

ision
support ) .

Mission to break the Hindenburg-

Line

Hindenb-
erg

HindenburgHindenbergHindenburg-

Line

Hindenb-
erg

Hindenburg-

Line

Hindenb-
ergLine and secure the 1st objeotiveobjectiveobjeotive-

where

object-
ive

objective-

where

object-
ive

objective-

/

objectiv-

e

objective-

where

object-
ive/ ' where it was to halt ./ "

Mono . 2dad OACA 117thl17th Infantry Assigned specialspeoial mission . Allotted-

the

Allott-
ed

Allotted-
a26

Allotted
226a26a26-

thethe task of exploitation to the-

louth

h-
elot

the-

south

T-
heo

thethe-

south

T-
heosouthlouthlout and to take up a position as&as-

-16-

a-

s
1-

6
as16-

ono

88-

18-18-18-18-

2d

-



showshown as the objective at the con-concon-

clusion

con-

clusion

concon-

clusion

¬-
. - . ' , . - - " -- - . .

clusioncollusion of the 1st phase from southern
"'"' )

.

road (( G12dl.0)G12dl.0G12dl0G12d1.OG12d1OG12dl.QthenG12dlQthen. )) then greengreen 1lineinecine . ThisThis-

line

Hip-

line

This-

line

Hip-

lineline must not be consolidated . .
. .. . .- . . "

' .( . .r - .
"tt 't/'tt'-

t241

' I/ t>

Mono . 2d C-
Ar

OACA 118th InfantryInfa.ntry. Division Reserve atatc12d2.0atc12d20at(1ci2di7oat1ci2di7o(( . Q:.)., ,
h.thth.tIhth.-

tBattle

241-

Mono

241 -

'ff.//
Mono . 2d CA'fOACA ' Battle InstructionsInstDuctioneInstruction No . 5 allotted a specialspecial-

task

special-

ties
special-

task

special-

ties
special-

2452452 4545-

Hist

task to the 117th Infantry in addition to special-

mission

speci-
alists

special-

mission

speci-
alists

specialspecial-

mission

speci-
alistsmission in thattha.t. it was assigned a company of InfantryInfantry-

and

Infantry-

man

Infantry-

and

Infantry-

manand Machine GrunGunGrunt Company of the 118th and specifica11yspecificallyspecifically-

detailed
specifi-

cally
specifically-

detailed
specifi-

callydeta.i1eddetai1eddetailed. the mission of clearing, up a small triangletriangle-

Hist
trian-

gle
triangle-

on

triang-
le

triangle-

Hist
trian-

gleHistHeist . 105th EngEneRene; . on the front of the IX Corps . //
./HistHeist . 105thl05th BugEng . On the night of September 25-262526- , a conferenceconference-

Was

conferen-
ce

conference-

was

conferen-
ce

conference-
133133133-

on

133-

118th

was held at Headquarters 105thl05th Engineers then located-

in

locate-

d
located

. ' . . . . . . . . . . , , ' - . .. .. - ..
,- ; " ' 1nininl6oisoiejoie!.du BuirelBurlBuirelwhenBuireBurke") when plans were gone over relativerelative-

Y
relative-

to
relativ-

e 'II' \ f A- 'JA- JA- 'J1n"
Y

v

Y\YYYl\l\.l- to
a-

lto
. \ /> " .

r-rrtoto-' to thee laying of the jumjumpjump= off tape on the night of-

September

o-

ffset
ofof-

September

o-

ffsetSeptember 28-292829- ,. The 1stlet PattalionBattalion was assigned thethe-

task

th-

etas

the-

task

th-

etastask and the battalionbatta.lion. commanCommandcommanderer was to personallypersonally-

supervise

perso-
nally

personally-

supervise

perso-
nallysupervise the same . Both daylightda.y1ighday1igh. t and night recon.-

t

recon-
w

recoun-
t

reco-
n

reoon-reoonrecon-reconreoon-

nate
reso-

nate

-
. ,..,..tt-. ' "

. . . w,-: ; .4Io4Io.wadYawada;;.
.*J Io.tIot':.;Iota t.. WfaFa-*'-" ..rr, i.:.3t'Yi3tYi: .' + . . '.,.

.,
. ., :: '.

. . . .".:-". .:, ;;" 4Ac "' ;Yr_m .

04 . ,.'
.

. ' t.

,

-natenatematenalnailnaisBancanuisanceate sancsacreTas1ree waswa ss1 fe-afea&amao.emaoemaemao.eonMacedonma&-.
99w.!:"de%de-

was

de-

ws

"ttw". %-onon- ftt"t'rftttr":'.'nJgnJgnJ'nJg"Pt"L"1'mfl.tr' :.4Pl4Pl T-aTa-
. . 'aa' -"Pt-"L"1'mfl.trPtL1mfl.tr"PtPt"L"1'mfl.trL1mfltr-"Pt"L"1'mfl.tri":-. " "'tataTTatar!a'!.' T* i' .,-;.

,

r'' and sufficient marked . The lineI/ -\ ' was run points was-

run

wa-

rn
was-

run

wa-

rn
waswas-

i

wa-
s1\11Ii ,\

: I

1

run after the sajnesamesane was agreed to by the brigadec-

ommander
bri-

gade
brigadec-

ommanders

brigadebrigadec-

ommanderscommanderscommanders ,.
commanders911 .N-

YZ"ni
N-

YZni"
OnOnNYZ-

"ni

l ht thetinheatingb .J_ lliieW3.BlliieW3B. _ .. tape.dT-a--l-t-etape.dTaltetape.dTtapedTaltetapeda1ieutappedtapedtape-d--a-tapedatape4. 1-i-eu1ieulieutenant-

taking
lieute-

nant
- # ant-antant.-

hn
Anth-

ony
ant-

taking

att-

acking

- - - ---911911 _ _ iiShtthghtbIrishhtght-ghtht:. _ . ne-w.asnew.asnew.aswasnew-_ waewade - , - - a. - - - -

...hnhn. _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . --- .- - - - - --- - - - - - -_-- - -_- -- --- - - - ---- -

taking chargeoharge of the right sectorseotor as also the samesam-

efor

Stam-

ford

sam-

efor

Stam-

ford

saaa-

eforfor the left sectorseotor while the battalion commanAercomman4ercommander tooktook-

charge

sto-

ckcar

took-

charge

sto-

ckcar

took-

charge

sto-

ckcarcharge of the center sectorseotor . While the allotted tasktask-

was

ta-
sk

task-

was

ta-
sk

task-

was

ta-
skwas to be accomplishedaooomplished by midnight , the task was notnot-

finished

no-

tions
not-

finished

no-

tions
not-

finished

no-

tionsfinished in its entirety , due to casualtiesoasualt1ea andand-

maohine

ad-

joined
and-

machine

can-

didacies

and-

machine

can-

didaciesmaohinemachine gun fire .

j
,

-17-17-.1717. 17-

shown

.-ll17
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RESURESCUERESUERESCUE:. :.: OF ' COrrOURRlFTTCONCURRBr'rCONCURRBrrCONCURRENTConcur' EVEVENT-

Sl

EVENT-

Sir

EVENT-

S

EVENTSEVENTS-

The

Eve-

nts

NTSNSNTS-

The

Nuts-

hellThe HindenbUTgHindenberglHindenburHindenberg,ir'1u enrer ur ' LineLtneLynneL 1 . ii e of ttroche0Cr?_]nclencl1' e8eSe S, wwereel re o()ffeeeenchbenchyy-

side

s-

ide
nnC'hChC'-

hside

'h

. . ., . . .. , , . , side ofoftheoften-thethe- canal ; part of this waswaewade in a tunnel calledcalled-

the

call-
ed

called-

the

call-
ed

called-

the

call-
ed

' '-

d
d'-

dinto

'

the BellBellicourtBellSouthicourtcourt tunnel . ThiThaiThiss tunnelturns-1turns1turi'rituriristurdier
' -l'hlh' 'hadha'd'd

' beenbeen convertconvertedconverted-

into

conver-
ted

converted-

into

conver-
tedinto a veritable beehive of shelters . Inlets andan-

doutlets'to

an-

doutletsto

an-

nulets
an-

doutlets

an-

nuletsoutlets'tooutletstooutlets-tooutletsto'- to the tunnel were numerous . The task ofof-

mopping

ro-

mping

of-

mopping

ro-

mping
of-

mopping

ro-

mpingmopping up was a hard proposition ,.

The Fourth Army , B.3T.FB3T.FB3TFB.E.FBE.FBEFB.F.FBF.FBFFBEBFBIFFFF. . . . , under RawlinsonRawlinsRawlinso-

nattacked

Rawlinso-

nattacked

Rawlinso-

nattackedattacked . The Third and First Armies prolonged thethe-

front

the-

reon
the-

front

the-

reon
the-

front

the-

reonfront to the nortnnortbnorthNorton . The whole front for a distance-distancedistance-

of

distan-
ce

-.,

of 30 miles <',(( St . 4uen.tin4uentinuentinQuentin. to the SenseeSense ) was on the-

air

th-

eir

the '('. s<" ,
"

I1' '',
'

8iSirairr . D . HaiHariHaigHagg , move . The main thrust , however , was made on the 'rr'r'J' 'JJ'-
Jmove

'

324 etal-
front

sea-
front

etalfetal ""/ ' front fromfrom\@ri\@ricourtRicoicUrttQcurt()ourtjfcooutfox: __to _Vendhuill.- 9)Vendhuill- .9Vendhuil- l9VendhuilleVendibleen
. _ ij).. \)). On the rip'htriphtrightright' of-

ttI

sof-

tie

of-

the

of-

ten

of
,
7/ , "' ''i-ii-fv

i-v --

/ttIttItic/fv, { f"fl: . the the IX . alonralmoner the. .

l; II Corps Corps waswa.s advanced alonalone ,??
, -' ", v.fvf"" .-. - . ..

. <. (.3'horigny.3horigny3horignyhorignyhorning.
' ;i RidgeRid etoveto) to Le TronqueyToque where the canal passed-

through

pas-
sed

passed
. . . . .

'ssss
. , . , { ""

t ' - _ ' '
.-
A"f

.- Af
A-f'* .

" - J
i," ". through another lesser tunnel . On the immedia.teimmediateimmedia.t-

eright

immed-

iate
immediat-

eright

immed-

iate
immediat-

eright

immed-

iate
.

right of the II Corps two divisions of the BB'a.FPBa.FPBaFPBarfB'a.FP-

were

B.S.F.-

were

BSF.-

were

BSF-
were

Soft-
ware

. ' .FF. .

were to cross the canal in the vicinity of BellingliseBellingBellinglise-

and

Bellin-gand fan to the north . The movements of the troops on-

detail

m-

onetarily

onon-

y

Son-

y-yy"rr-". ' clK_calk ' l.
,

" '
.

"' '-.w, . ' . -" " .: ; {
.

; : '-: .. . . .> A.IIAIIIIH x'' h tf! &!."FF"P ftyfattyntttnt t dm .t9t9. .:.t11t11. '"" ...--:.

detail . In the iimmediatenediatemediate front of the 27th DivisionDivision-

the

Divisi-
on

Division-

the

Divisi-
on

Division-

the

Divisi-
onthe enemy held ,. three inportantimportant strong points . OnO-

nthe

M-

onte

O-

nthe

M-

onte

O-

nthe

M-

ontethe 27th of September in conjunction with the 30th30th-

Division

30th-

Division

30th-

Division
\ ,

Division 'the'hehe 27th was to attack ande.ndend. capture thesethese.-

An

these-

An

thes-
e

.

An offens1offensiveve waswa.swag-wagwagstagedwastage. .- _jstageastagedstage_ . and these thraeweretrawlerthr&ethrethraethreeThrace& .- paintsO-in.ts--we-1-e----Oin.tswe1eOin.tsintswe1edintsOin.tswe1e-

reported

- . - -were----were--were-

reported
wh-

ere're
were-werewere-

reported
wh-

ere're
-!--- - --

reported

r-

eported

- -

reported captured . ThieThisThief report was inaccurate , how-howhow-

ever

how-

ever

howhow-

ever

¬-

ever , consequentlyoonsequently the barrage started approximatelyapproximately-

10001000 yards east of the jump-offjumpoff- line of the 27th27th-

Division.lbis

27th-

Division

27th-

Division.This

27th-

DivisionThisDivision.lbisDivisionlbisDivisionalDivision . This permitted the German to deliver a largelarge-

volume

flag-

ellum

large-

volume

flag-

ellum

large-

volume

flag-

ellumvolume of machinemaohine gun fire against the attaokingattackingattacking-

troops
attack-

ing
attacking-

troops
attack-

ing '

troops from the three strong poirftspointsportspoints'" that should have-

18

havehave-

18-18-18-18-

RESU

18-

n

-
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4been

'*.- . ..

been captured on SeptSeptemberember 27 . ItonpiToni'4oppinsMonpincMonica*-,-; up waswa.s. notnot-

what

nort-

heast

not-

what

nort-

heast

. " ' . , . . , _ . . .. .

what it should havehe.veheveheave. been anda.nd. conseauentlycOYlEeauentlvconsecuentlyconsequentlycolleagueoJtheoJtheoaltera.fterafter. tid-

efirst

ide-

alist
t'lietliethetidelie'

*. v.. " .
,.aiMcaiM ** .i. . . . ,' .*. .> .

first wave had passed the GermaneGermans came up out ofof-

dugouts

fa-

deouts

of-

dugouts

fa-

deoutsdugouts and the tunnel and cut in between thethe-

Americans

th-

eatricals

the-

Americans

th-

eatricals

the-

Americans

th-

eatricalsAmericans and the AustraliansAustra.lians. , CausingOausingPausing a doubledoubl-

ebattle

dou-
ble

doubl-

ebattle

dou-
ble

doubl-

ebattle

dou-
blebattle to take place . A desperate struggle tesultedresultedtesultedb-

etween
resu-

lted
tesultedb-

etween
resu-

lted
tesultedb-

etween
resu-

ltedbetween the Australians and the Germans in rearrea.r. ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe attacking 30th Division .

ANALANALYSISYSIBYSSI 3 AND
.

ORCRITICI3LCPIITIIITICOI13SlilSlimly;''------- ----
It is difficult to criticisecriticize a-ndandand- comment uponupon-

the

Po-
nte

uponupon-

the

Po-
nte

upon-

the

Po-
ntethe skill and ability which this difficult oToperationoperation-

was

operati-
on

ooeration-

was

cooperat-

ion

;> era.tionerationaerationera.tion-

was

aerati-
on

.
was olannedplanned , handled and accomplished .,

The motives , intentions and actions of thethe-

Germans

ste-

ersman

the-

Germans

ste-

ersman

the-

Germans

ste-

ersmanGermans on the defensive shows wherein he held onon-

with

mo-

nolith

on-

x

ony-

x

on-

with

mo-

nolithwithx i th bull dog tenacity . The counter-barragecounterbarrage- was notnot-

heavy

n-
ote

not-

heavy

n-
ote

not-

neavy

n-
oneheavy but waswa.s. of sufficient volume to cause manyman-

ycasua.lties

man-

ycasualties

em-
ancipates

man-

ycasualties

em-
ancipatescasua.ltiescasualties. among the supporting troops . The BritishBritish-

in

Britis-

h
British-

in

Britis-

hin their advance had driven the German back to his-

WP

hi-

s
hishis-

M
is-

M' . .

.
. , '

.
.II.
," . M. , , .

.

.

' .' ..11.
.
.
.
.. .' . .

.., . ' .

.
: : '

. ".
.

' ,

.
_.:- Taaswas,. . . . of . ...rr. .

,. . . . . . Y'IYI' , .,.
). ." . ' \ r:. . . .. . .. , ..,. . ..& . wAW \M.JIM.JIM.I.T..![ ' .11 h ,.' - ""'*"" ""' " ' - - - I':. tMnt.etMnteMontetMnt.eM.JI;" : fc:fcaafaa\ -aaaa- / ' : ' 'JillJill' WP" Kr-KrKrtaKara!-:: .N 1 :-. :. !wwrwi.irwilierr ta-ta-ta-

He

Ta-

hoe

i.iriiriii.irTr. ww-

He

wh-

en

Tr-"!iiaiaii-

aHe

D-

ianeHe steadfastly maintained that the defense could notnot-

be

no-

te

not-

be

no-

te

not-

be

no-

tebe broken . In 1917 they deemed it so strong thatthat-

they

heat-

hery

that-

they

heat-

hery

that-

they

heat-

herythey willingly retreated and invited an attack byby-

the

b-
yte

by-

the

b-
yte

by-

the

b-
ytethe British . The attack failed and he labored underunder-

the

uneart-

hed

under-

the

uneart-

hed
- - ____ no -- - .-- -- - --- -- - - - - - - - ----- - -- . - -- - - ----- - - - .- .

the impression that it was impregnable . He was ever-

.confident

over-

confident

ever-

.confident

over-

confident

everever-

confident

over-

confidentconfident.confident. .

LS880N8LESSONSLESSONS-

The

Lesso-
ns

LESSONS-

The

Lesso-
ns

LS880N8-

TheThe breaking of the HindenburgH1ndenburgHindenberg Line teachesteaches-

us

teach-
esus many valuable lessons :

(1)1( ) The unity of command . The oloseclosefoliose oooper-

19

oooper-ooopercooperooope-

ration

-.
II
I-

ation
I-

naction

Il/
Ii-

ation
i-

nactionationaction between the AmericanAmerioan and British officersoffioers withwith-

-19-

wi-

th
1-

9
with1-

9(0-19-19-19-

been

-
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but one purpose in view and that of nenetratinpenetrRtinpenetratingpenetrating pnd-

capturing

ind-

enturing

p.ndpndrndpondrendp.n-

dcapturing

rnd-

capturing

ind-

enturing

.

capturing the HindenburgHindenberg defense .twoy/twoytoy//
(2)2( ) PrincipPrincipePrinciple- -_ofL1ass!Mass . The massing of two/twotw-

odivisions

twotwo-

a

tw-

o

tw-

oThePrlnoi

to-

othier

two-

ydivisions
//

divisionsdivisions to form the II American Corps placing-

failure

plac-

ing

placingplacing-

approximately
ff-

approximately

a-

pproximately

/-

approximately

a-

pproximately

/

approximately 30,00030000, effective rifles in the line-

The

lin-
net

lineline-

the

lin-
net

line-

division
indi-

gestion

( the American divisions did not have their a.rtilleryartillerya.rtillery-

brigades
artil-

lery
artilleryb-

rigades
artil-

lery
.artilleryb-

rigades
artil-

lerybrigades with them . These were being employed at thisthist-

ime

thir-

stier

thist-

ime

thir-

stier

thist-

ime

thir-

stiertime on the front of the American army attacking inin-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

ter

in-

the

in-

terthe Meuse-AFgonneMeuseAFgonneMeuse-ArgonneArgonneMuseWagonerJargoned- and St . MihielLvIihielMichelViii: salientssa.lientssalient.
. ) .

(3)3( ) Dest.uc1ioDestuc1ioDestruction!:. _ . .2-f.2f.22f.-of Enemy'sEnemys'EnemyE1!_ _
m ' s Forcesce . TheTh-

efailure

H-

ealer
Th-

eapproximately

Th-

efailure

H-

ealerfailure of the German to hold what he thouthoughtht a posi-posipositposi-

tion

posi-

tion

posipositposi-

tion

¬-/ tionion that could not be penetrated and the resultantn-

umber
resul-

tant
resulresultresultantresultantn-

umber
resul-

tant
ta.nttanttaintta.nt-

number

tan-

trum
.

I number of prisoners taken by the American and-

/

an-

d

and-

r

Andr-

e

and-

Australiancorps
in-

dustrialism
andand-

Australian

ca-

dastral
and-

Australian

ca-

dastralIII/
Ir

AustralianAustraliancorpsAustralian, corps . The location of the HindenburgHindenberg LineLine-

a.nd

Line-

man

Line-

and

Line-

man

Line-

/
Lin-

e

Line-

and

Line-

man/ .anda.nd all its naturalnatmalnatal advantageadva.ntage. together with the numbernumber-

of

numb-

er

number-

of

numb-

er

number-

of

numb-

erof men garrisoning it lend all the more to the-

American

th-

eatric
thethe-

American

th-

eatric
the-

American

th-

eatricAmerican and British fulfilling the principle ofof-

internal

fi-

ngernail

of-

war

sof-

tware

of-

war

sof-

twarewar - the destructidestructdestructionon of thetlletulle enemy'senemysenemy' force . Whil-

eit

Whi-

le

While
. .v--.v.-..-"'tN-WtNW_- "'_WNyWiny ._V* . .> ''"-- yAm. Mr >lMylimy' >) illBill .'<U>< *> N> 'i Hi y" ' jCWI - r--rrfKjf-

" !?- fKjfkJ - J Wy U NW :
.j)

/i'taita':Kitait may"bebee'blblbe remarked-:;e narkedmarkedk d ata; i'th1"t'fnre'Aith1tfnreAi'th1"t'fnre'Arththistimethirstierthis";"'timetime'thatthatrththRoththeGGermanGermanmoraleGermanOermanBermanf =morale-

/

moral-

e

morale-

was

mor-
ale

morale:"
1/ was not so high due no doubt to the conditionsconditionecondition inin-

I
min-

i
in-

internal

i-
gniter

I

// internal Germany and the continued advance of thethe-

British

He-

braists

the-

British

He-

braists

the-
/

th-
e

the-

British

He-

braists// British Expeditionary Force on the Somme since August
/

1918 .

_ _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ __n _ _ (4)4(a )_ _ -The--PrlnoiThePrlnoiPurloin-. e _ _- _-PrincipleE1'1naE11na' plepalele ofofsimplicity- Simplicity--simplicity-.1m .c1tyc1ty!. . - BeyondBeyoridBywordB y ndndadna-aa-a-

doubt

d-

oubt

a-

doubt

d-

oubt

aa-

doubt

d-

oubtdoubt an operation such as art1c1patedparticipatedDart ideatedideate in by thethe-

II

Hei-

di

the-

II

Hei-

di

the-

II

Hei-

diII CorpsOorpsOops againetagainst the HindenburgHindenberg defenses involvedinvolved-

many

involve-

ment

involved-

many

involve-

ment

involved-

many

involve-

mentmany intricateintrioate orders and instructionsinstruotions . Yet it has-

been

Ha-

nsen

bashasbas-

been

bas-

emen

has-

been

Ha-

nsenbeen plainly seen that by means of conferencesoonfdrencesoonfon renoesremotes andand-

rehearsals

ad-

dressers
and-

rehearsals

ad-

dressers
and-

rehearsals

ad-

dressersrehearsals the orders were thrashed out and everyoneeveryone-

20

every one-

20

oneone-

20-20-20- 20-

war

20-

but

-
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kri'ewkriewUkraineknew' '. 'JusJusJugs'."usus"just
. . ..h.rh.rhr. . - t.w'ila.ttwila.ttwilatt"wha.ttwha.ttwhattwilitthatwhat"'...

wh'alTwhalThalT1'. '.
.

1rv" . . pparpartr t his oftoutfitiJtit f i'tit' b,had.dd.', to p1playple9ay., ;' . ToT-

obetter

O-

biter
TT-

obetter

O-

biter
oo-

better

b-

etterbetter illustrate this there were sosomee 2838 brigades"brigades-

of

brigades-

of

brigad-
es

"

of Royal Field Artillery with the attackingatta.cking. divisionsdivisions,-
21

divisions-
21

,

21 brigadesbriga.debrigade. s wiwithth corps ( mixed , 8 " , 9 " ) and 1513 inde-indeindexinde-

pendent

inde-

pendent

indeindexinde-

pendent

¬-

pendent batteries of 6 " gun and 12 " howitzersomehowitzershowitzer ) , somesome-

66 brigadesbriga.des. of tanks
JtroopsJtroopsnot to forget the auxiliaryauxilia.ry. troopstroop-

sallotted

topg-

allant
troop-

sallotted

topg-

allant
troop-

sallotted

topg-

allantallotted to corps and army for the purpose of supplysupply-supply-

ing

supply-

lng

supply-

ing

supply-

ing

¬-

,
I

.

inglngKingling , roadroa.d. maintainancemaintenance , evacuation of wounded , handling-

of

handlin-
g

handling
/

of prisoners . Each a cog in the machine and each cog-

knowing

co-

gnizing

cogcog-

knowing

co-

gnizing

cog-

knowing

co-

gnizingknowing whatwha.t. its job was . The resultant factor wa-

sthat

ast-

hma

waswas-

tha.t

ast-

hma

wa-

sthat

ast-

hmatha.tthat. through a minimumminillum of paper work ajida.ndandaid. the resorting-

to
resortin-

g
resorting

to conferences the principle of simplicity was attainedattaineattained-

It
attaine-

d
.

/ItIt/ It ieis distinctly recalled by the writer while at-

t

at-

r

Mat-

t

ar-

t

at \
J - . . - ' - --. . . - ' - ' _ ',. 16( 11-

21

. t(i r>, .,, . .tr.ftr.ftrfturf.r'rrr. ''1.'lsservilllsservilllesser'' sservillerservileer ) working on the hut'menhutmenhutmenthutment
' t that was to house-

the

hou-
se

house
,-" . . ---"-"/,"-- " -""'-/ / \'" *.1)1) ( the II American Corps , the tranQui11tranquilityty and ease

.-

e
e.

whic-

hprevailed

whichwhich-
i

whic-
hi

[ prevailed around the Australian Corps Headquarters .

They did all they could to inculcate this samesa.me. atmosatmos-Amosatmos-

phere

atmos-

phere

atmos-

phere

¬-

pheresphere into these of the II Corps after, they moved in .

_ 1'W1W"' . ..,..,. .-.
. > .

-_
,..uu..r. '<

y .&PP&y' ? RiQ.tRiQtRita*"irrairraira".$ +
irirte: ."4A tW4

. - _ , "'1.ir J_,( " .ff.." ',( :

there was a war to be fought and in the fighting ofo-

fit

f-
it

o-

fit

f-
it

o-

fit

f-
itit , clear , conciseconoise and short cut methodsmethodemethod were the beet-

with

bet-

wixt

bestbest-

with

bet-

wixt

best-

with

bet-

wixtwith as few as possible coming and going . SummoningSummonin-

gonly

Summo-
ning

Summonin-

gonly

Summo-
ning

)

'-

only
o- nly' only the heads of the several components and thrashing-

it
thrashin-

g
thrashinthrashingthrashin-

it
thrashi-

ngit out then and there , these heads in turn to go back/-

"to

bac-

k
"t-

o
t-

o
backbac-

ktothe'rrtf
back-

to

backst-

op

/

---to---the'r--rtftothe'rtherrtfetherart- -"totorespeottve"headquarte"re- -their' - "- respectiver- espective-respeottve-"headquarte"rerespeottverepetitive"- -

ot-lv-otlvotlvneadquartel'B- - -- lieadquartersneadquartel'BneadquartelBliteraturesheadquarter" '" andand-thrashingandthrashing-- thrashing - outo\it--oitoit-

with

ou-

twit

out-

with

ou-

twit

\
- -

7-

with

- -

with their subalterns .

CONCLUSION-

SThere

Conclus-
ions

CONCLUSIONSOONCLUSIONSCONCLUSION-

SThere

Conclus-
ionsTherehere remains many lessons to be learnt fromfrom-

an

frogm-

an

from-

an

frogm-

an
.. . . . . . .. . .. .. . . - . . . - ' . - ' " - . . . . .. .. . . . . '

an offensive suchsuohsough as this . (1)1( ) TbeTheTube _mattermatterqfmatter.11.! _Qof. ., .AA.assault-

rations

assault-

rations
auscul-

tation
., assaultassaul-

trations

auscu-

ltation
. J!. tt-

rations

t-

ractionsrations . This Ie18is of vital import to the assaulting-

21

assaultin-

gr

assaultin-

g
assaulting

r ,...mwMmwMmw..mw-

M81

..".- ,.".-.-" -

-81-81-21-21- 81-

o

21.-

h.r

-



tro.G-ps.8.ndtroGps8.ndtro.GtroGps.8.ndps8ndtroopsandtogtroopstroops: .- ' . .?id :. we ltshtlatestmihtmight:ffliflip ;_;ht add . all troopstl'OOpStlOOpSlOOpS' in lthehei'eie', .ff...for.wafor.waforwaforward.for.waIforward.for.wa"Marwaydairwaywwei'swweisweirs. ' "I, -"M"MM-. .ss". -' ,. . . -. 4-

areas

4*.

areas . It ieis distinctly recalled by the writer the/thethe-

shortage

th-

resher
the-

shortage

th-

resher
the/thethe-

shortage

th-

resher
//

/ shortage of assault rations in the 105thl05th EngineerfEngineerEngineerf-

To

Engine-
er

EngineersEnaineerEngineer './-shortage
s-

hortage /
.

To quote from the History of the 105thl05th EnEngineersEngineers-

"September

Engineers-

September
Engi-

neers
ineersdiners ,

"SeptemberSeptember" 30th there was a scarciscarcityscarcityty of .assaulta.ssaulassault rationsrations-

and

ratio-
ns

rations-

and

ratio-
ns

rations-

and

ratio-
nsand extra water bottles amongst the several uniZuniunitsts ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe 30th Division that were taking partpa.rt. in the attack.-

There

attack-
There

atta-
ck

attack .

There were no assault rations or extra . water bottles-

for
bottl-

es
bottlesbottles-

for
bottl-

es
bottles-

for
bottl-

esfor any of the 105thl05th Engineers . Those of the-

Engineers

te-

enier
thethe-

Engineers

te-

enier
the-

Engineers

te-

enierEngineers attacheda.tta.chedatta.ched. . to the Australian troops were-

provided

per-

fervid
werewere-

provided

per-

fervid
were-

provided

per-

fervidprovided for by the unit to which they were attached.-

No

attached-
No

attache-

d
attached .

No provisions had been throuthouthroughh the office of 0-101G-lGlG-1- , 30th30th-

Division

30th-

Division

30th-

DivisionDivision . The assault rations of Companies A and BB-

were

W-

ere
B-

were

W-

ere
B-

were

W-

erewere maderaadegrade up by drawing the rations of Company C ., ThisThis-

is

The-

sis

This-

is

The-

sis

This-

is

The-

sisis deemed as an item of vivitaltaltail import in that supportingo-

r
supporting-

J

supportin-
g

supporting

J or reserve troops held inin readinessreadines8 to be shunted intointo-

any

Ant-

ony

into-

any

Ant-

ony

into-

any

Ant-

onyany position should be provided for . (2)2( ) The mattermatter-

of

matt-
er

matter-

of

matt-
er

matter-

of

matt-
erof properly employing highly trainedtra.ined. technical troopstroops-

such

troo-
ps

troops-

such

troo-
ps

troops-

euch

troo-
pssuch as the combat engineers are supposed to be . We

'"!V7:ZiVS :i ' .':.;, I ,
_.
,: =;:J; ' :'- S®,! .J i1tTt-

Tpany

T-

itan

; '
:";fi '

'
:

"
'; ';::;tiwtow;; TS "!. /XI'? 1ft In-iIni:-ar, wBwi.wwiwBw-

ipanypanypanky B by the Commanding Officer 3d Battalion 117th117th-

Infantry

117th-

Infantry

117th-

InfantryInfantry when he shunted the CompanyOompany into the line-

while

ine-

dible

lineline-

while

ine-

dible

line-

while

ine-

diblewhile they had been allotted a specific task in con--

-
co-

n

con-

unctJLpn

co-

njunct
con-concon-

h

conc-

h

con-

unction

con-

junction

-
- - -- . --- - . --- - - -- -- . ------h------h-- --_-- - - ---- - unctJLpnunctionunJnJunction-

-unctio- nunctionwithunctiontt lJWJew) ! .- _
with!_ l! _ _ _

the
_ _ _

consolidatingooneblidating
_

n d the line11ne after thethe-

attack

hea-

rtache

the-

attack

hea-

rtache

the-

attack

hea-

rtache
. _

_ _ _
attack . (3)3( ) The training of troops tot-ttna.intaIntainting- -na.intaIn--------na.intaIninanitionna.intaIn-

'direotion

.znaintainmaintainczarinaznaintai-

ndirection

maintain-

'direction

"-"--- - . - - - - --- - - - --

/direction

d-

irection

-

(/ ''direotiondireotion'directiondirection' under any anda.nd. all conditions . It is deemed-

to

deem-

ed

deemeddeemed-

to

deem-

ed

deemed-

to

deem-

edto be a matter of vital Importance to train troops toto-

maintain

to-

rmenting

to-

maintain

to-

rmenting

to-

maintain

to-

rmentingmaintain directiondireotion under conditions of smoke and fogfog-

as

fo-
gs

fog-

as

fo-
gs

fog-

as

fo-
gsas well asab at night and. . .

the
. " '- " - .

having
- . . . . . . . . . . - . . . -

ability.. .- .-
of-

22

ofof-

22

.-----
. . . . . . '" . . , , . . . . . . - . - . . . - . . . . . . - .

-
. . . .. -- . . .
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recognizing ,

" ground features frojifromfro continued study ofof-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

ten

of-

the

of-

tenthe mapssnaps before operations . TneTi.1eTi1eTileTine. use of the cOI1pa.sscOI1passcoi.passcoipasscompasscoi.pass-

andthe

compl-
aisant

compass-

andthe

compl-
aisant

! . .
andtheanthem mainta.iriinmaintairiinmaintainingmaintainingma.inta.inin3mainta.inin3maintainin3., .. " direction from its use .

.- .- - . - - . . - . . . . . . . . . . . ' "--
"AtAt" exactly 5:505505,5,0: , .,

, AAr'IArIHari
'
.ff.,T' the iiiostmost terrific bar-barbar-

Hist

bar-

kiest

bar-

Hist

bar-

kiest

barbar-

rage

¬-

HistHeist . 119th InfInfo . rage ever laid down on the ;Western Front openedopened-

and

open-

ed
opened-

and

open-

ed
opened-

and

open-

edand the InfantryInfa.ntry. followinfollowingfollowing; it as closely a.sasa.-

spossible

as-

sessable

as-

possible
a-

pposite

.as-

possible
a-

ppositepossible , assisted iyby? such a density of fogf03fob:; andand-

smoke

han-

dsome

and-

smoke

han-

dsome

and-

smoke

han-

dsomesmoke that a person could not be seen at aa-

distance

d-

istance
a-

distance

d-

istance
a-

distance

d-

istancedistance greater than 5 yards---------yardsyardstheyardsyards -- - -- - - - - the fogfog-

a.nd

frog-

man

fog-

and

frog-

man

fog-

and

frog-

mana.ndand. smoke caused a.a . bit of confusion . NoTTo oneone-

exoppt

ine-

xpert
one-

exoppt

ine-

xpert
<1' exoptexopptexempt, with the aid of the compass could keepkeep-

the
ke-

pt
keep-

the
ke-

pt
keep-

the
ke-

ptthe proper direction . "

To summarizesumlllaxize the entireperiodentireentire -period-perioderiodperiod of the operaopera-opera-

tion

opera-

tion

opera-

tion

¬--

tionion , September 25th to 30th , 1918 , it is desired toto-

quote

to-

uted

to-

quote

to-

uted

to-

quote

to-

utedquote ;:

"TheThe" enemy defense in the last and strongeststrongest-

Story

strong-

est
strongest-

of

stronge-
stStory 4th Army

0707ofof his prepared positions had been shatteredshattered.-

The

shatteredT-

he
shatter-

ed

.
100 days battlebattleM-
ontgomery

batt-
lement

e \-
Montgomery

M-

ontgomery \Montgomery , 190-

"The

190 The whole of the HindenburgHindenberg Line passed into-

Sir

intr-

os

into
'

:
.

.
:
. .9 -

: w:v - w/wwj:/.eIeI1j< : -1j1j'- :.j '. . .v:: -. -

.

.

j
< , . ' "ll"aSeSapses

. . , _ .. .

.

.
. .. .. . . .. . ..

I
: . .

p :.. . , . . - !- : - . -- >
:
-

,
:,1!- < > .TwiMwMwimam, r::,

'
:
'
.

'

such rrearear systems .as8.888 had exiexitexistedstedsteed behind themIthemthem . \II"\

SirS1r D .
'-

Halg
H-algH-ag'

HaigHag , .// "WasWas" it moti * Frederick the Great who remarkedremarked-

that

remar-
ked

remarked-

that

remar-
ked

remarked-

that

remar-
ked

VolViol . 11 , 259-

such

259-

before

259
that we should all be great generals if we knew as-

23

asas-

Sir
ga-

ssier

_ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . . _ _ _ _ u'j-
mucli

j-
mucli

m-

ulti
' _ _ .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - -- '' --- - - - - n -- -- -- - - -- U - - - - -- - - - - - -U'muon---'muon beforethebattlebeforetimebeforeeI-eIeIremir' r-rrtnebrte--t-ne--b-tnebtnebttle-the-battlethebattlenettle-the battlett-l-ettle esasf afterafter-after1trafteritafter1tr-1tr1trui-tititfif - -- -

..trtr.t-

r23-23-23-.2323. 23-
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vL

.-

vZ

.-

v1

. ,_" , ,' . ,. . . . . ,
kif'if ...... ... ... , II<

.
. ..

.qI.U-qI.U.qI.UqIUqUI0.qI.U.qI.UIJ.- .

TuL-, 1'"1CsTiersTierssTiers-

l

stie-
s

Z r'f1Irf1Ir'f1I'f'. ,.IJC..

'.\'f'ff\'., 0;
--
1

1-

(1)1( l ) .Superior'Superior' HeadquartersHeadquarter , havinghavinsShavians; desidesdesignateddesisnatedmated your specific missionmission-

with

miss-
ion

mission-

with

miss-
ion

mission-

/

missio-
n

mission-

with

miss-
ion/ with regards to the attack and what assistance you were toto-

render

tr-

endier

to-

render

tr-

endier

to-

render

tr-

endierrender . You are in commandcomrna.ndcomrnandcomrade. of .ana.n Engineer company and hadhad-

been

ha-

dean

had-

been

ha-

dean

had-

been

ha-

deanbeen 2-iven2ivenzivengiven,

- a specific mission to assist in the consolidationconsolidation-

of

consolidatio-

nof a position capturedcaptured7ould,
,

. '\7ould7ouldYlou1dMould\ you as a company commandercomma.nder. beb-

ejustified

b-

eautified

b-

ejustified

b-

eautified

b-

ejustified

b-

eautifiedjustified in refusing to take even a part of the line in thethe-

assault

he-

adsail
the-

assault

he-

adsail
the-

assault

he-

adsailassault no emergency having arising ?

(2)2( ) After the position had been taken would you in view of thethe-

above

thre-

adbare

the-

above

thre-

adbareabove be justified in refusing-refusingrefusin6refusingtorefusing- to hold a sector or part ofof-

a

so-

fa

of-

a

so-

fa

' .

a sector in view of the factfa.ct. that your instructions statedstated-

that

stat-
ed

stated-

that

stat-
edthat you .anda.nd your company were to assist in the consolidation ?

(3)-

that

(3)3( ) A company is held in reserve for the regiment . What are thethe-

duties

he-

ftiest

the-

duties

he-

ftiest

the-

duties

he-

ftiestduties of the company cocommandern8nder asa.s. to the reconnaissance toto-

be

t-
oe

to-

be

t-
oe

to-

be

t-
oebe made and tthe plans to be formulated in event thattha.t. thethe-

company

Et-

hiopian

the-

company

Et-

hiopiancompany is to be used ?

.

used.wused
. .

. . ., . . ' -. '.. ' .
I104" -. .". ., .-. *. . . .
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.
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'W-tWt&NN!& . .

.-.'\ " :y.1'' ;:, ' '. ,"II"hIIhII$" ' !'" .": ;:. 'll;'' ; L;>. ' .ll.,,.. :
'.* -. ;")

'" ' :
.
;:

'

-.:. :
., .

:
>,

" -

. .,:.:--.w.w-

, '<I-II'J'!!"- : ' WVtfWV"''JJ' U'1
- - , .

.ii

. . :. .
. . .

:
. . . . ,

=- . . ,

(4)4( ) What was the relative importance of the operations of the-

II

Hei-

di

the-
V

th-
e

the-

II

Hei-

di

thethe-

II

Hei-

diII American Corps on September 29 as compared to the adjaoentadjacentadjaoent-

corps

adjacen-

cies

adjacentadjacent-

corps

adjacen-

cies

adjacent-

corps

adjacen-

cies

V

corpscorps-
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